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The Secret of Guidance 


By Rachel E. Crocker 
Proverbs 2:6 


ULD you know the Saviour’s 
guidance 
As you walk life’s rugged way? 
Know His precious hand is leading 
Step by step, from day to day? 
It is only by obedience 
To our blessed Lord’s command 
That we know the way He leadeth — 
Know the guidance of His hand. 


‘In all thy ways acknowledge Him,” 
He tells us in His Word; 

Tis then “He shall direct thy paths,” 
Tis then His voice is heard. 


Acknowledge Him before the world 
In every word and deed, 

In social and in business life. 
He then our steps will lead 

In paths of pleasantness and peace, 
In paths of service rare. 

God shows His way to those alone 
Who courage have to dare 

To live the Christ-life every day, 
As on through life we go, 

Assured that if we do our part, 
We may His sweet will know. 
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What To Do With Time 

Time is of infinite value. Eternal 
issues are settled in time. Though the 
number of our years varies, yet each of 
Us has exactly the same amount of time 


in every day, every week, every month, 
and every year that we live. Outside 
of the barest minimum of working hours, 
the world hunts for ways to “kill” time, 
and invents many pastimes; but the 
Scripture tells us to redeem the time 
(Eph. 5:16). How we use our time is 
an index to the whole trend of our life. 
See how the man who lives for time 
alone, with no thought of eternity, 
spends it. For a long train journey he 
buys several magazines; in a doctor’s 
waiting room he listlessly leafs through 
old journals, instead of bringing a good 
book with him; in the line at a cafeteria 
or before a ticket window he fusses and 
fumes over the delay, when he might 
read a page in a good book or a column 
in a worth-while journal, or exercise 
his memory on Scripture verses; he 
squanders the golden hours of Sunday 
on the voluminous, worthless Sunday 
newspapers, which not only do not feed 
his soul, but do it harm. He spends his 
evenings reading the daily paper and 
magazines, listening to the radio, playing 
cards, going to the movies, or attending 
club and association meetings. He goes 
to bed late, gets up at the last minute, 
and often goes to the office in hurry 
and gloom. Then he says he has no time 
to read the Bible. It is to be feared that 
too many Christians are wasting their 
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time in the same ways. But Christians’ 
ought to be careful not only of their 
own time but of others’. Some women 
who have few home duties call up busy 
housewives and carry on long, rambling 
telephone converations. And some men 
offend in the same way, especially when 
they are traveling and visit or telephone 
men in their own offices in other cities, 
A Christian worker, who tells others that 
they can get victory over anger, lust, 
smoking, and drinking through the 
power of Christ, can certainly learn, 
through the same power, not to be ha- 
bitually late for appointments or con- 
tinually run past the allotted time in his 
public speaking. Christian audiences are 
notably long-suffering, and those who 
arrange conferences and special meet- 
ings are charitable and patient, but 
speakers ought not to encroach on the 
time of others. The man (or woman) 
who gets the most done, who finds or 
makes time for reading the Bible and 
other good books, who works best with 
others, and who at the same time keeps 
his body, mind, and soul in the best 
condition, is the one who has constantly 
before him that most needful exhorta- 
tion: “See then that ye walk circum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, re- 
deeming the time, because the days are 
evil” (Eph, 5:15, 16). 
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God's Universal Call to Repentance’ 


An editorial by the Rev. Arthur Hedley 


“God .. . now commandeth all men 
every where to repent” (Acts 17:30). 


E LIVE in a day when sin is 

V V revealing itself in terrible forms, 
and on a scale perhaps hitherto 
unknown in the world’s history. More- 
over, there is an almost universal lost 
sense of sin. There is no fear of God, 
no consciousness of guilt against a holy 
God, who cannot countenance sin in any 
shape or form. Perhaps this is the rea- 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“And this is the promise fhat he 


hath promised us, even eternal 
life” (1 John 2:25). 





son why men and women are plagued 
with so many other fears that our psy- 
chologists have difficulty in inventing 
new names for them. 

There was a time when some great 
personal sorrow, or some great national 
disaster, would drive men to the house 
of prayer to confess their sins and plead 
for mercy. In medieval Europe, during 
the plague known as the Black Death 
when so many perished, the masses 
flocked to the churches, crying for mercy. 
They felt the plague was a divine judg- 
ment upon the sins of the nation. But, 
today, the only places to which the peo- 
ple flock are the moving picture houses, 
the baseball park, the football field, and 
the race track, 

The call to repentance and prayer in 
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time of national calamity meets with lit- to resist sin. When we realize our sin of personal wrong. We fail to see tha 
tle response on the part of the masses. is our very own, that we willed to do all the wrong in the world is but a 
The idea of divine judgment, which the wrong when we could have willed accumulation of all the wrongs we com. 
once had a great influence on the thought otherwise, and that by repeating wrong mit as individuals. To admit our shame 
and conduct of the people, has become iit became habitual to us, then there is and to come to the God and Father o 
obsolete so far as most people are con- hope for us. When further we see our our Lord Jesus Christ in true repent. 
cerned. The position today is different sin in relation to God, and humbly ac- ance challenges our pride. When we ar 
to that of the first century, for then knowledge our sin before Him, then ready to sink our pride, acknowledge oy 
paganism had not before heard of Chris- there is the promise of a new day, a_ sin, our inability to save ourselves, anj 
tianity. There is now-a falling away new hope for us. in true repentance seek God's forgive. 
from Christ and His truth by a world The recovery of the sense of respon- ness in Christ, then it becomes a blesgaj 
that once knew and believed in Him. sibility and guilt is essential if there reality, and we make real progress, 
The forces. that have now risen are de-_ is to be any real progress. This means To realize we are alienated from God ulo 
monical, They are the dark forces that also the recovery of a true conception is the first step forward toward being the 
have renounced Christ, betrayed Him of God, of a God who is holy, a God _ reconciled to Him. When reconciliation wal 
and revolted against His work of saving to whom we must all give account of does take place, through faith in the the 
and regenerating the world. our lives. What makes our position so (Continued on page 694) whi 
The inability to make people aware difficult today is that we are dealing the 
of sin, of judgment is having a paralyz- with a generation to whom God has . — Fas 
ing effect upon many ministers and lay- become the Great Unreality. You can’t 
men. A ministerial friend in the Pres- feel any responsibility and guilt toward Notes on Open Letters Jew 
byterian Church, who is finding it so that which you regard as unreal and om 
difficult to fill even a small hall in a_ nonexistent. God is unreal to the vast ’ IJ: bed 
large English town where some seven majority of men and women, they live Is Jerusalem Ss Rebuilding thei 
thousand Scotsmen have migrated, con- as though He is of no account, as though A Sign of His Coming? ” 
fessed that he was wondering whether He belongs to the dim past, and has no Ih tak Tue S 
it would not be best to receive people relation to this present age. Sah oes a years ry spir 
into the church without any demand for The great problem is how are we to great inspiration as well as valuable Lc 
repentance and faith, in the hope that,- make God real to men and women, see- information from its pages, both per- lish 
when once within the church, he would ing this is imperative before there will 7 — in the Lord's service. It } ban 
be able to lead them to a sense of sin be awakened within them a sense of re- _~ = e ~ pe Sante pane bo 
and repentance, and to a confession of sponsibility, of sin, and of guilt? The im ceana oun 4 Psalm oni a 
faith. He was lovingly warned that the reality of God will not come home to “When the Lord shall build up Zion, tres 
last state would be worse than the first, men and women unless it shines through he shall appear in his glory.” I had be 
and he confessed that he was fearful believers. When the reality of His love, ever, heard the verse mentioned a side 
that this would be the case. We shall dnes i j ‘ referring to the second coming lanc 
; goodness, power is seen in us, then men Christ, and Dr. Scofield does not in- : 
certainly not help matters by lowering and women will begin to stand still and clude it in his references in the Sco. in | 
our standards. This is seen in churches think and wonder, then they will be field Bible. Is that because the verse reel 
where deplorable results have followed compelled to revise their idea about God, 4 a Se e Gnd net ee . 
the admission of unconverted people and to confess that there must be a In view of the rapidly occurring and ng 


into membership. 

Before there will be a revival or res- 
toration of the spirit of repentance there 
must first come a vivid realization of 


personal Reality to account for such love 
and goodness. Then many, feeling 
ashamed of their own selfish, aimless 
lives, will begin to seek to discover more 


significant events among the Jewish 
people today, it has come to me again 
with renewed emphasis—A Maine 
reader. 


It seems quite probable that Psalm 
102:16 may have the application which 
the Maine correspondent has found in 
it. The Davis Bible Dictionary traces 
the word “Zion” through many Bible 
passages and gives six meanings to it 
Primarily it designated “one of the hills 
on which Jerusalem stood,” and “after 
the building of the temple on mount 
Moriah and the transfer of the ark to 
it, the name Zion was extended to com- 
prehend the temple”; and further, “Zion 
is often used for the whole of Jerusa- 
lem.” (A number of references are 
given in each case.) 

It is often true that a prophetic pas- 
sage may have deeper and richer mean- 
ings and wider application than we at 
first think. This can be seen by a study 
of the 268 quotations from the Old Tes 
tament in the New Testament, for it is 
very revealing to see how the Lord Jesus 
and the apostles expounded and applied 
Old Testament types and prophecies 
(The count is based on Weymouth’s New 
Testament, in which all Old Testament 
quotations are set in different type and 
all references are clearly given. 

Several expositors, as William Gurnall 


(Continued on page 694) 


fully the secret behind our lives, and, 
in seeking, will be led te repentance and 
faith. 

It is man’s pride, self-wili, his faith 
in himself as a savior, that makes re- 
pentance so difficult. The deadliest of 
all sins is pride, for it closes the door 
to repentance and ultimate redemption. 
Man, proud of heart and reason, will 
not admit he needs God — that he can- 
not save himself and the world. It is 
universally agreed that things are radi- 
cally wrong, but we all look outside our- 
selves for the scapegoat; we will not 
sink our pride and own up to the fact 


personal and individual responsibility 
and guilt before God, Sin is not a wrong 
I commit against myself or another, 
though it may include these. It is a 
wrong committed against a holy God, 
a transgression, a violation of His com- 
mandment. It is an act of self-will in 
wRich man says “No” to God and “Yes” 
to himself, and takes his own course 
and goes into the “far country” of sin. 

When the dark, foul sins of David 
were brought home to him by the 
prophet Nathan, his first thought was not 
his cruel, callous murder of Uriah, but 
his sin against God—‘“I have sinned 
against the Lord” (2 Sam, 12:13). Till 
sin is seen in that light there will be 
no true amendment of life, for such only 
takes place when sin is confessed and 
we cast ourselves on the mercy of God. 
With the glad sense of God's forgive- 
ness in Christ, new motives are born in 
the heart by the Holy Spirit, and out of 
love and gratitude to God we turn from 
_our selfishness and sin, to live for Him, 
for truth, and righteousness. 

Men will blame their parents, their 
environment, for their moral failures, 
but this only makes the situation worse, 
for they drift into fatalism and cease 
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en Next Week 


ONTINUING his account of 

his travels this summer, the 
Editor will give, in next week’s 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, “High 
Lights of a Visit to London.” 

The third of Mr. Davis’s series 
on “Israel Returns Home Accord- 
ing to Prophecy” will also be in 
next week’s Times—“Going Up 
to Jerusalem” is its title. 
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ll. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 


She regains her ancient heritage, after 


nearly 2000 years of wandering 


ONG ago God gave the Promised 

Land to the Children of Israel by 

a series of marvelous and mirac- 
ulous events. The Chosen People crossed 
the River Jordan on dry ground. The 
walls of Jericho fell down flat before 
them. The sun and moon stood still 
while Joshua defeated the armies of 
the five kings of the Amorites. 

For about fifteen hundred years, ex- 
cept for their captivity in Babylon, the 
Jews dwelt in their own land. But 
since their rejection of the long-prom- 
ised Messiah, they have been away from 
their homeland for almost two thousand 


years. 
The prophet Ezekiel, by divine in- 
giration, foresaw the regathering of 


fsrael in the latter days, and the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish nation upon the 
Land. He uttered these remarkable 
words: “Thus saith the Lord God; Be- 
hold, I will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen, whither they 
be gone, and will gather them on every 
side, and bring’ them into their own 
land: and I will make them one nation 
in the land upon the mountains of Is- 
” (Ezek. 37:21, 22). 

Again the prophet says: “The cities 
shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall 
te builded: and I will multiply upon 
you man and beast; and they shall in- 
@rease and bring fruit: and I will settle 
you after your old estates, and will do 
better unto you than at your beginnings: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord” 
(Ezek. 36:10, 11). 


The History of the Return 


These Scriptures are being fulfilled 
today before the eyes of the 
entire world. In the brief space 
of thirty-one years great multi- 
tudes of the Children of Israel 
have gone back to their an- 
cient heritage, and have found- 
ed an independent Jewish state 
for the first time in twenty- 
five hundred years. 

The Balfour Declaration was 
proclaimed in November, 1917, 
giving the Jews a national 
homeland in Palestine. In 1922, 
the League of Nations gave 
Great Britain the mandate over 
Palestine, and entrusted to her 
the task of carrying out its. 
Provisions. And the Jews be- 
fan to go back to the land 
and to transform it. During the 
‘Years that followed, many tens 
of thousands of Jews went back 
to the land of their forefathers, 
in spite of the opposition of the 
Arab leaders and the restric- 


It used to be said that two of the 
things that were wrong and needed 
to be changed before the Lord could 
return were that the Jews were out 
of place and that the Gentiles were 
out of place. Mr. Davis told last 
week how the Jews have been re- 
turning to the Land. This week he 
tells of some of the remarkable ways 
in which the nations were removed 
or defeated as they sought to pre- 
vent Israel from reoccupying their 
homeland. 





tions of immigration imposed by the 
mandatory power. 

In November, 1947, just thirty years 
after the Balfour Declaration, came the 
United Nations decision to partition Pal- 
estine. This would permit the Jews to es- 
tablish a state of their own on a portion of 
the land; and would give the Arabs their 
portion. After the partition plan was an- 
nounced, there followed increasing con- 
flict between the Jews and the Arabs. 

Great Britain announced that, on May 
14, 1948, she would end her mandate 
and would withdraw from Palestine. 
And the Jews announced that the day 
after the British withdrew from Pales- 
tine, the new Jewish state would be pro- 
claimed. These events took place as an- 
nounced. On May 15 the Jewish state was 
proclaimed, and the same day the inva- 
sion of Palestine was begun by the Arab 
armies of the surrounding countries. 

But the hand of God was guiding and 
helping the Chosen People. The whole 
world was amazed to see the compara- 
tively small Jewish population of Pales- 
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Haifa Harbor from Mt. Carmel 


This beautiful city is the main port in Israel where Jews are arrivi 
the world .: 


from all parts of 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


tine defeating the armies of five invad- 
ing Arab nations. The God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob gave the Jews the vic- 
tory over their foes that He might bring 
to pass the fulfillment of His own Word 
in restoring them to their ancient home- 
land! 

During our stay in Haifa and other 
parts of Israel we heard remarka’ le 
stories of the way in which the Lord 
gave deliverance to the Jews during the 
recent Arab-Jewish conflict. At the 
pension where we stayed on Mount Car- 
mel, only room and breakfast could be 
provided for guests. We had our noon 
and evening meals with our dear friends 
who lived next door. We shared our 
rations together; and the extra food we 
had brought with us helped greatly. Our 
hostess prepared the meals on a kerosene 
stove, which is all that most housewives 
have for cooking in that land. 


Modern Miracles of Deliverance 

One day, while sitting around the table 
in the small apartment of our Mount 
Carmel friends, they told us several stir- 
ring incidents of the Lord’s working in 
the recent Palestine war. We were 
deeply interested and we recorded these 
narratives as they related them to us. 
They were really modern miracles of 
the Lord’s working today on behalf of 
His ancient people. 

The first story was of a stirring event 
that turned the tide of the battle for 
the city of Haifa. They said: 

“The Arab forces from Iraq came down 
to Palestine and into Haifa. For sev- 
eral weeks there was severe fighting 
between them and the Jews. But shortly 
before the Passover, 1948, the 
fighting suddenly ended in a 
dramatic manner. The Jewish 
forces had some rifles, but were 
entirely without heavy weapons 
of war. The Iraqui forces were 
well armed with machine guns, 
and heavy weapons, which they 
had mounted on Arab house- 
tops in Haifa. 

“One night about four hun- 
dred young men of the Jewish 
Haganah forces crowded into 
closed busses that were rein- 
forced with iron at the sides to 
shield the men from bullets. 
In the darkness of the night 
they drove the busses right into 
the main Arab quarter of Haifa. 
Suddenly the young men rushed 
out of the busses, shouting and 
making a great deal of noise 
and firing the few rifles they 
had with them. 

“The Arab soldiers were panic- 
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stricken and fled for their lives! This 
was the turning point of the battle for 
Haifa. Some of the Arab residents of 
the city had already fled on the advice 
of the Iraqui officers. The rest of the 
Arab population of Haifa left the city 
the following day. Some of them went 
on boats across the bay to Acre, while 
many of them trudged along the road 
to Nazareth.” 

The story of the four hundred shout- 
ing Jews, and their great noise and rifle 
firing at night, reminds one of Gideon 
and his band of three hundred men as 
they shouted and broke their pitchers 
and blew their trumpets, and so routed 
their enemies long ago. 

The next story our friends told us 
concerned the battle for the colonies of 
northern Israel: 

“Three northern armies of Arabs — 
Iraqui, Syrian, and Transjordanian — 
came together to capture northern Israel 
and to recapture Haifa. It was at a Jew- 
ish colony near Megiddo that the deci- 
sive event of the battle took 
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but the Jews still held out. The oldest 
settler in the colony was encouraging 
the others to fight to the last man. Then 
a remarkable thing happened. As the 
enemy tanks began to come into the 
colony there was a young Jewish boy 
of fifteen or sixteen, and a young Jew- 
ish girl, who were hidden in the bushes. 
They had crude handmade weapons. 
They were just bottles of benzine and 
phosphorus that burst into flame when 
the bottles were broken. One of the 
young people threw a benzine bottle 
right into one of the enemy tanks. The 
bottle burst, the burning liquid ignited 
the petrol, and the tank caught fire, and 
was quickly rendered useless. 

“The enemy were so amazed at the 
loss of this tank, and the injury to three 
other tanks, that they turned and fled 
with their soldiers and machine guns 
and their other tanks; and the colony 
and Tiberias were saved.” 

The throwing of the bottle bomb into 
the enemy tank at Degania, and the 
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surrounded by hills. It was a blesseg 
privilege to see once more the lovely 
lake, on whose shores and waters oy 
Lord spent such a large part of His 
earthly ministry. Tiberias is a thriving 
and growing city near the southern eng 
gf the lake. For long centuries the city 
has been famous for its hot springs 
People still come from far and near to 
get the benefit of the curative waters 


Journeying to Tiberias and Degania 


During the afternoon of our first 
in Tiberias. we had a delightful ride 
along the western shore of the lake. We 
enjoyed seeing the varicolored wild 
flowers along the roadside and the bril. 
liant Bougainvillaea in full bloom, climb. 
ing over the arbors and porches of the 
homes. At one point along the way we 
met six Jewish soldiers returning from 
guard duty. We stopped the car and 
had a few words with them through our 
friend as interpreter. When we asked 
whether they would like to have copies 
of the Hebrew New Testament, 
each one gladly accepted a copy. 





place. The combined Arab 
forces had surrounded the col- 
ony. The besieged Jews had 
very few arms, and had given 
up all hope of deliverance. Sud- 
denly there was a gap in the 
Arab lines. To this day no one 
knows how it happened. The 
Jewish Hagana defense forces 
at once entered the colony 
through the gap to help their 
fellow Jews. When the Arabs 
saw this strange turn of events 
they withdrew their forces! And 
that was the turning point of 
the fighting in the valley of 
Jezreel in northern Israel.” 

At the southern end of the 
Lake of Galilee, where the lake 
empties into the Jordan River, 
stands the oldest and largest 
colony in northern Israel, De- 
gania. A most remarkable event 
turned the tide of the battle 
against this colony. Our friends 
continued: 


A Tank Destroyed by Sixteen-Year-Olds 

“There is a pass between Syria and 
Transjordan, on the east side of the Jor- 
dan River, where for long centuries the 
armies of the east have come against 
Israel. Through this pass the combined 
Arab forces came into the Jordan val- 
ley. They burned and destroyed a num- 
ber of defenseless Jewish colonies along 
the border, and blew up a large part of 
the big Rutenberg power plant on the 
Jordan River. The aim of the Arab forces 
was to destroy the Degania colony, and 
to capture Tiberias and other parts of 
Galilee. 

“The enemy came against Degania 
with their tanks and machine guns and 
soldiers. There was severe fighting, and 
some of the colonists lost their lives. 
The Arab forces succeeded in gaining an 
entrance into the colony in a broad flank, 





Copariah Keren Haye, 
Air View of Degania Colony 





One of the oldest and largest colonies in southern Galilee, neor 


the Jordan River. 

flight of the Arab forces, reminds one 
of young David long ago, slinging a stone 
into the forehead of armor-clad Goliath, 
and the consequent flight of the army 
of the Philistines. 

One morning, accompanied by our two 
Mount Carmel! friends, we left Haifa for 
Tiberias and the Lake of Galilee. As we 
motored through the beautiful and fer- 
tile plain of Jezreel, we were delighted 
to see so many Jewish colonies dotting 
the landscape. We stopped for a visit 
at a kibbutz, a “communal” (not “com- 
munist”) colony. A kibbutz is only one 
of several different kinds of colonies in 
Israel. The young man who acted as 
our guide was very courteous, and gladly 
accepted a copy of the Hebrew New 
Testament as we thanked him for his 
kindness. 

At last we drew near to Tiberias, and 
there lay the beautiful Lake of Galilee, 
six hundred feet below sea level and 
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The next morning we went 
by bus from Tiberias to visit 
the well-known Degania co- 
ony. It is beautifully situated 
at the southern end of Lake 
Galilee, where the lake empties 
into the River Jordan. We ad- 
mired the well-kept gardens 
and the lovely trees and flowers 
of the colony. It was a warm 
spring day and we saw some of 
the young people enjoying a 
dip in the waters of the Jordan 
that flowed past the colony. 
The older people were at work 
in the dairy and laundry and 
in the fields. Some of the chil- 
dren were at their studies in 
the classrooms, while others 
were working happily in the 
gardens, and the little ones 
were at their play, supervised 
by a watchful motherly young 
woman. . 

We asked to see the Arab tank which 
was rendered useless by a bottle bomb. 
There it was just at the entry of one of 
the main roads into the colony, where it 
had been left by the attacking Iraqui 
forces. That tank, along with others, 
had traveled five hundred miles through 
the desert to take part in the attack; and 
the loss of that tank had meant the 
deliverance of Degania, and the preser- 
vation, for the Jews, of Tiberias and the 
rest of that part of Galilee. 

More than one Jew in Israel said 
us, “It was the Lord who gave us the 
victory.” These recent events in Israel 
prove anew the truth of David’s words 
when he faced the giant Gcliath, and 
declared, “The Lord saveth not wil 
sword and spear: for the battle is the 
Lord’s , . . that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel” (1 Sam. It 
46, 47). 

(To be continued) 
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Visiting Belgium Again 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The work of the Belgian Gospel Mission as it is today 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 


The headquarters of the Belgian Gospel Mission in Belgium are at 7 rue 


du Moniteur, Brussels. 


The American office is at 325 N. 13th Street, 


Philadelphia 7, from which interested friends may obtain up-to-date 
literature and to which contributions should be sent. 


HE north Atlantic was kind to Dr. 

John C. Winston and myself as we 
traveled by the S.S. Veendam in the lat- 
jer half of June from New York to Rot- 
terdam. (His friends had known him 
as “Mr.” Winston, but he has just re- 
teived the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
ftom Dallas Theological Seminary, where 
he gave the baccalaureate sermon.) 
There were rainy days and not much 
gun, and often the strong winds would 
whip the long gray rollers into white- 
caps, but the official daily reports said 
that. the sea was calm. We enjoyed 
watching the marvelous flight of the sea 
birds, and, with the help of a useful 
handbook called “Birds of the Ocean,” by 
Alexander (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, 1928), we identified what were 
evidently Fulmars, Wilson’s Storm Petrel, 
and, near the European shcres, the Her- 
ting Gull, Gannets, and a black-headed 
gull like our Laughing Gull. As we 
steamed slowly up to the docks in Rotter- 
dam we saw that it is a center of great 
activity, with the shipyard cranes stand- 
ing out against the sky and signs of 
building on every side. 

It is good to be back again in Brussels, 
where my wife and I had the privilege of 
working with the friends of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission from 1922 to 1927. The 
changes most noticeable to me are seen 
in new buildings, many more cars, and 
fine concrete and macadam highways 
throughout the country. As most TIMEs 
readers know, the Mission was founded 
in 1918 by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Nor- 
ton and is still thriving today under the 
blessing of God. The present co-direc- 
tors are Dr. Winston and Dr. O. Van- 
Steenberghe, and the affairs of the Mis- 
sion are directed by several committees 
in Belgium and the board of trustees in 
Philadelphia. 

On Wednesday, June 28, Dr. and Mrs. 
Winston, Dr. Vansteenberghe, and I went 
by car to the Mission hall at Tournai, 
where Dr. Vansteenberghe’s eldest son, 
Carlos, is in charge. It was a great joy 
to see my old friend and former Sun- 
day school pupil doing his part so well 
it the Lord’s service. While the two 
directors were transacting some’business, 
he took Mrs. Winston and me through 
the ancient and very large Cathedral 


of Tournai, where we saw many things 


@t aroused both interest and pity. 
There were illuminated manuscripts 
1000 years old; a book made in 1315; 
an 80-year-old cloak that belonged to 

a Becket, and tapestry from 


1500; an ornate cape, embroidered in sil- 
ver and gold, weighing over twenty-five 
pounds. We were shown a small, jew- 
eled, Byzantine cross, said to contain 
a piece of the real cross. of Christ! 
There were also magnificent stained glass 
windows and, curious old paintings. The 
smell of incense pervaded the cool, damp 
atmosphere so characteristic of Roman 
cathedrals. It was good to step out of 
the dark interior into the bright sun- 
shine of the summer day and go back 
to Carlos Vansteenberghe’s comfortable 
apartment in the Mission hall, where, 
with his wife, we had a happy time of 
fellowship and a very fine dinner. 

Young Mr. Vansteenberghe has about 
forty people in his Sunday morning and 
evening sservices and about eight chil- 
dren in Sunday school—for it is very 
hard to gather the children in that 
region. He conducts an afternoon serv- 
ice ‘in a village near by, and a second 
service on Sunday evenings which is of 
special interest. For several years he 
has gathered the Dutch bargemen who 
come up the Scheldt River. The at- 
tendance may be as low as fifteen or 
twenty and often increases to seventy or 
eighty. It is remarkable that the Hol- 
landers of several denominations, who 
would never meet together in their own 
land, are glad to unite in this Gospel 
meeting. 

While at Tournai, I learned of a new 
and effective means of evangelization. 
It was first projected a few years ago 
by Mr. Jean Vandenbroeck of: Auvelais 
in the Province of Namur. Several 
churches combine together to purchase 
and operate a car, in which pastors and 
evangelists go to different towns preach- 
ing the Gospel, doing colportage, and 
obtaining addresses of interested per- 
sons. There are now three such cars 
owned by the Mission churches at Auve- 
lais, Liége, and Ath, and another will 
soon be working out from Courtrai. The 
one in Ath has a loud speaker, is oper- 
ated by Mr. de Smidt, in charge of the 
station, and is owned by seven churches 
in the Province of Hainaut. The 
churches not only bear the expense, but 
have a prayerful interest in this itiner- 
ant evangelism. A party composed of 
three workers goes out every two weeks 
and remains away for four days. The 
men preach over the loud speaker, visit 
the homes, sell some Bibles and Testa- 
ments, give away Gospels and tracts, and 
secure names and addresses for the pas- 
tor in charge of the nearest station. 
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Since April, the teams in Hainaut have 
sold approximately 300 Bibles and New 
Testaments, and have distributed muth 
other literature. 

Another interesting feature of_ the 
work of the Belgian Gospel Mission is 
the Bible Exhibit prepared by the Flem- 
ish Church. in Brussels. By means of 
posters, books, leaflets, and other litera- 
ture it gives an idea of Protestant activ- 
ity, including Sunday schools, orphan- 
ages, churches, publications, and the 
Bible Institute of the Mission. It con- 
tains some very old Bibles, one of which 
was printed on the famous old Plantin 
Press in Antwerp; and also more recent 
versions of the Bible. Probably the part 
of the Exhibit that attracts most atten- 
tion is the beautiful and accurate model 
of the Tabernacle, in which all the meas- 
urements are one-fifteenth of the orig- 
inal, and constructed by the young peo- 
ple of the Flemish Church. The pastor 
of that church is the Rev. Jan Knecht, 
who has been in the Mission since 1921. 
Literature in several languages, such as 
French, Flemish, Latin, and English, is 
used in the Bible Exhibit; and it is now 
being shown in the various stations of 
the Mission, 

Although the work was curtailed dur- 
ing the war it is now in full swing again. 
There are 55 workers and between 55 
and 60 places where the Mission holds 
regular preaching services. It owns 37 
properties on which there are 34 build- 
ings (these figures are taken from the 
Mission’s annual report to the Belgian 
Government.) The headquarters, a fine 
building in a good location in Brussels, 
houses the French Church, the book- 
store, the offices, dormitories, and class- 
rooms for the Bible Institute, a few 
rooms for guests, and an apartment built 
for Mr. and Mrs. Norton, but now oc- 
cupied by Dr. and Mrs. Winston. Their 
son, John, who had his elementary 
schooling in Brussels and is a graduate 
of Wheaton College and Fuller Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has been accepted and 
will soon join the staff in Belgium. 
Many TIMEs readers will doubtless be in- 
terested in the following brief glimpses 
of the various branches of the Mission: 

The Bible School.—It is directed by 
Dr. Miner B. Stearns, who has been with 
the Mission for nearly twenty years. The 
course requires four years, and teaching 
is done in French and Flemish. There 
are two terms of four months in each 
school year and the remaining four 
months are devoted to practical work. 
No tuition is charged, and there is a 
scale of payment for board in cash or 
work, according to whether the student 
is Belgian or foreign. : 

Literature—There are two monthly 
papers called Notre Espérance and Onze 
Hoop (both meaning “Our Hope”). 
Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, tracts, mot- 
toes, and other things are sold and dis- 
tributed free. The bookstore supplies 
not only the needs of the Mission sta- 


(Continued on page 684) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





R. THOMAS B. REES describes 
M in the English Churchman, recent 

meetings in Royal Albert Hall, 
the greatest auditorium in Great Britain. 
There were ‘six rallies at fortnightly in- 
tervals, and people came not only from 
all over London but from distant points. 
The message was the Gospel in simple 
terms and in community singing, without 
any sensationalism. Meetings began at 
6.15 p.m. and lasted until 8 p.m., followed 
by special instruction talks to which at 
times as many as 4,000 people stayed. 
There was much prayer preceding. 

During the past year London has seen 
a decline in attendance at concert and 
theaters, but the demand for reserved 
seats at the meetings was quite beyond 
the supply, at almost every service. Of 
those attending, over 4,000 came in 
parties ranging in number from ten to 
a hundred. At each meeting some sixty 
per cent were there for the first time, 
and thirty-eight per cent had not been 
brought up to attend church. 

Converts were directed to appropriate 
churches whose locations were discov- 
ered by map study—this after advice 
from Mr. Rees on Bible reading, prayer, 
and the Christian life. 


Lerd Reith, the man who for nigh six- 
teen years formed and molded the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Company, was son of 
the Presbyterian minister of College 
Church, Glasgow. He is a convinced 
Christian who brought Christian testi- 
mony into broadcasting, a real son of 
the manse, who in the First World War 
knelt at his bedside every night. “It 
was he,” says Life and Work, “who saw 
to it that Christianity should not be just 
a sectional activity among many others 
but a fundamental of the whole elaborate 
structure of radio. We Christians are in 
debt to this man, who claimed for the 
Church of Christ this integral place in 
a great national broadcasting system 
reaching into the privacy of every fire- 
side in almost every home in Britain.” 


Last January 8 over five thousand 
Africans and thirty-six missionaries at- 
tended the biennial conference at Todro 
Station for the Bangala language in 
East Congoland. Nineteen tribes par- 
ticipated. In the old days they were 
avowed enemies. Now all trails con- 
verging on Todro were filled with be- 
lievers, some singing, others calling 
back and forth joyously. Large num- 
bers came on bicycles. From the north- 
west, Azandes traveled five hundred kilo- 
meters one way to attend, while visitors 
from the southeast traveled with mis- 
sionaries from as far as Ruwenzori. 

Christians at Todra had made ready 


for them, row upon row of native huts 
for their accommodation, gardens crop- 
ped, and storerooms full.’ Dried ele- 
phant meat hung about the station. The 
grandest sight was the open-air church 
arranged with much effort under large 
mango trees. a cool meeting place in 
hot weather. Seats were of logs, and 
there was a large platform with two 
organs, microphones and loud-speakers, 
making hearing easily possible to the 
farthest corner of this magnificent 
church. 

The band, trained by Austin Paul, led 
the great congregation in singing “Stand 
up, stand up for Jesus,” and other hymns, 
Todro is on a mountain, and there were 
for days mountaintop experiences of 
prayer and teaching and fellowship. On 
Sunday, January 15, there was a Com- 
munion service with a wonderful mes- 
sage by Yoane Akudri on “consecra- 
tion.” As early as four o’clock on 
Monday morning many of*us were 
awakened by the sound of native Chris- 
tians singing heartily as they departed 
on foot for villages and homes far away. 

It was in Africa what Northfield used 
to be for American Christians! 


Of another convention, Mr. and Mrs. 
Steir, missionaries in Tanganyika Ter- 
ritory of the Haddon Heights Baptist 
Church, N. J., write: “We went by the 
lake boat over to Uganda. When we got 
off at the port from which we were to 
proceed to Kako, we gathered together 
to await a bus and the African brother- 
hood had a street meeting then and 
there. One after another testified as to 
how God had saved him and what he 
had been saved from. 

“The singing at the convention was in 
at least three languages, and there were 
over a thousand pecple—two thousand 


on Sunday. It was as sweet as Heaven. 
Their faces glowed and love flowed 
everywhere.” 


The church has been in Uganda eighty 
years and many have become formal. 
Members were revived. The African 
Rural Dean, in charge of all the pastors 
of the district, had been opposed to the 
revival movement. But he came to 
close the meeting by reading the collect 
for the day. Coming forward in his 
Church of England robes he said: “Be- 
fore I close I would like to say some- 
thing else. Last night as I read the 
collect for the day, I thought to mySelf 
that if I were warden of the prison and 
saw all my priscners coming out of 
prison, I would want to come out, too.” 
He got no further. The whole assembly 
of well over a thousand burst forth into 
a glorious hymn of praise. The Dean 
read from 1 Peter 2:11-25. Then some- 


By ERNEST GORDON 


one prayed, and the meeting was dis. 
missed. Incidentally, the custom ther 
and throughout the Revival Fellowship 
is to have all say the: benediction jp 
unison.” 


I mentioned lately that Mass is cele. 
brated every Sunday in Alexander Hall 
Princeton University. Dr. Maritain, g 
Roman Catholic, teaches philosophy jp 
the same university. Of the Reforme 
faith which Princeton is supposed fp 
represent, he writes in Freedom in the 
Modern World: 

“It began to flourish in the sixteenth 
century. Of it the world has had enough 
to make it sick and tired. . . . The 
world which issued from the Reforms. 
tion has completed its process of sep. 
aration from Christ. For Christianity 
(i.e, Romanism) can own no fellowship 
with the principles of putrefaction which 
are at work in a world that one may 
fairly take to be the corpse of medieval 
Christendom.” 


An advertisement in the New York 
Daily News for January 30, 1950, is re 
layed in the Baptist Bulletin. It was in- 
serted by the Young Women’s Christian 
Association at Lexington Ave. and Fifty- 
third St., under the caption, “Fun and 
Friends.” 

“Rumba, Samba, Tango, Waltz, Fox- 
trot. Donald Sawyer’s graded classes, 
Monday through Friday evenings—% 
cents an hour, paid by term only, $14 
Privates, $3: six for $15. Required mem- 
bership, $1 yearly — Practice Club, 0 
cents. Dance every Tuesday, 60 cents, 
and Saturday, 90 cents, to five-piece 
band. 9 to 12 p.m. for men and women.” 


European Notes.—The oldest church in 
Flerence, San Jacobo tra i Fossi (St. 
James between the Canals), was at the 
time of Dante considered to be the 
wealthiest parish in the city, Savonarola 
once lived in the monastery attached to 
it. Now it is a Methodist church and 
has recently been reconditioned. There 
is a touch of irony in the fact that on 
the great ceiling is Gheradini’s picture, 
classified as a national monument, which 
represents “the triumph of faith over 
heresy.” 

M. Robert Burnand, son of the great 
Swiss painter, Eugene Burnand, reports 
in Le Christianisme on the exposition 





in Paris of the Biblical paintings 
M. Legrand, more than 270 in number. 
“They will go to the heart of all & 
lievers. An immense work! Powerful 
is the picturing of crowds in their pa 
sions and their enthusiasms, yet whe 
M, Legrand enters the New Testametl 
he knows with poignant emotion le 
present the shining figure of Chm 
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against a background of listeners and 
disciples. His men, women, soldiers, 
workmen, carters, shepherds represent 
humanity of all time rather than that 
of the Oriental bazaar.” 

M. Burnand also mentions with high 
praise the ninety Old Testament draw- 
ings by M. Pillod which appear in a 
rently published volume (Edition 
Messages) . 

Dr. André Neher is lecturer at the 
University of Strassburg, on the History 
of Judaism. He says “there is a general 
devaluation of the early critical method 
of Old Testament study, an enfeeble- 
ment of a system which only lately en- 
joyed absolute prestige. There have been 
really very few archaeological docu- 
ments which have not witnessed to the 
verisimilitude of Biblical tradition and 
to the unbelievableness of the critical 
theories.” 

A September Anniversary.—Septem- 
ber 3, 1950, is the three hundredth an- 
niversary of the Battle of Dunbar, a 
geat defeat of the Scots by Cromwell. 
Cromwell’s associates expressed their 
sorrow over the whole matter, Mr. St. 
john (a celebrated lawyer) remarking 
to him that Scots were not Irish but 
slightly perverse children of God and 
Ireton cautioning him to be forbearing 
since victories over brethren, even mis- 
guided brothers, were not things to glory 
in. Ten thousand prisoners were taken, 
large numbers of whom were sent over 
the Atlantic to the Colonies, among them 
Captain Alexander Gordon (the forebear 
of the present writer), who was in- 
dentured to Exeter, N. H., where he was 
obliged to work eight years before oo 
taining his liberty. 

Behind the fleeing Scottish Presbyte- 
tians, Cromwell and his Puritans thun- 
dered the One Hundred and Seventeenth 
Psalm, which in England thereafter be- 
came known as the Dunbar Psalm. 

0 give you praise unto the Lord, 
All nations that be, 


Likewise you people all accord 
His name to magnify. 


For great to usward ever are 
His loving kindnesses. 

His truth endures for evermore, 
The Lord, O do you bless. 

Old Dr, John Gill, commentator, tells 
us'that this Psalm was, according to 
a Syriac version of the Old Testament, 
the one sung by the Three after their 
deliverance from the fiery furnace, a 
meré appropriate use of it certainly. 
Paul quoted it in Romans 15:11, “Praise 
the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, 
all ye people,” to prove to Jews that the 

were brethren and sharers in 
God's mercy, also in quite another spirit 
than that of unhappy Dunbar. - 

September 3 was also the date of an- 
by great Cromwellian victory, that 

; r, “the crowning mercy,” 
‘on Milton celebrated in his great 
Sonnet, “Cromwell, our chief of men.” 

And on the 3d of September, 1658, the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


mighty soul of Cromwell himself passed 
on to God. His last recorded words 
were a prayer for his nation: 


“I may, I will, come to Thee for Thy 
people. Lord, however Thou dost dis- 
pose of me, continue and go on to do 
good for them. Teach those who look 
to much on Thy instruments to depend 
more upon Thyself. Pardon such as 
desire to trample upon the dust of a 
poor worm [i.e., himself], for they are 
Thy people, too. And pardon the folly 
of this short prayer, even for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. And give us a good night 
if it be thy pleasure. Amen.” 


Professor J. C. Rylarsdam, who holds 
the chair of Old Testament in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Divinity School, 
writes in defense of the Old Testament: 

“God in Christ is the event that pro- 
vides the Bible, both Old and New Tes- 
taments, with its message. The New 
Testament, which interprets the redemp- 
tive and revelatory act of God in Christ, 
does so in terms of the perspective pro- 
vided by the Old Testament. 

“It is true to say that Jesus Christ 
gives the Old Testament its real mean- 
ing as a book for Christian faith. It 
is equally true to say that the Old Tes- 
tament provides the perspective that 
makes possible faith in Christ as the 
manifestation of God’s Word. As a his- 
torical record, the Bible is one book 
because the apprehension of reality that 
emerged from the Exodus is the per- 
spective in which God in Christ is ap- 
prehended and understood. And the 
Old and New Testaments are one Bible 
because faith in the New Testament at- 
tains to knowledge through conversation 
with the perspective that gave to the 
Old Testament unity. The educational 
role of the Old Testament is needed to 
bring man to Christ. .. . The Bible is 
as truly a book of history as it is a 
book of faith.” A refreshing word from 
the Journal of Religion of Chicago Uni- 
versity ! 


“Moral Law in a Reeling World” is 
the title of an article in the Christian 
Century by Mr. H. R. Luce, super-duper 
whisky advertiser, and as such an out- 
standing figure in the reeling world of 
alcoholized America. On the preceding 
page it is noted that the bill to bar 
liquor advertising from interstate com- 
merce was killed in Senate committee. 
That action safeguards Mr. Luce’s annual 
twelve million dollars of whisky profit 
for the present. The Christian Century 
should have asked him to write on this 
more actual subject rather than on the 
hackneyed one of “brotherhood.” Three 
weeks before, its Stylites moralizer 
ironized on the purple prose of Luce’s 
whisky advertisements and specifically 
on the distillers’ rape of the word “gra- 
cious” — “gracious living,” “gracious hos- 
pitality,” and the like. “That unstable 
gentleman clinging to a lamppost is just 
an exponent of gracious living, soon to 
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enjoy the charming hospitality of the 
police station. That automobile piled 
up against a telegraph pole does not 
represent a tragedy. Rather is it the 
last act in a series of experiences of 
gracious hospitality.” 


The Rev. John D. Nutting was long-time 
missionary to the Mormons, a noble, un- 
assuming man, product of Oberlin Sem- 
inary in its honest, evangelical days. 
He guided his staff of missionaries all 
over Utah, South Idaho, and Montana, 
calling at homes, holding evening out- 
door meetings, and traveling in autos 
designed for year-round living. These 
superseded the earlier canvas-covered 
wagons. This has been going on since 
1900. Mr. Nutting published “Light on 
Mormonism” and much other literature 
on the subject. He believed in the 
power of the Bible to refute and meet all 
error. Mr. Dean of the Utah Gospel 
Mission states that “he received no sal- 
ary from the Mission, but ever gave to 
it.” He loved the Mormons and felt a 
profound call to them, hard field though 
it was. 


Developments in the West Indies.—The 
mission in Haiti, which stems from the 
Prairie Bible Institute of Alberta, re- 
ports continued and remarkable growth. 
“There were more souls saved in Haiti 
this year than in the last; namely, eight 
thousand. The work seems always to 
be more steady, more solid. If any 
doubt God's power he should visit the 
work in this field! The change in the 
Haitian from a state indescribably de- 
based to the plane of Christian living 
can be attributed only to the power of 
God.” 


Santa Lucia is a beautiful island with 
fifty thousand unevangelized souls, nom- 
inally Catholic, but with little left of 
their Catholicism than a rum shop to 
every fifty-five persons. The people are 
of African base with intermixture of 
French, English, and Hindu. They have 
little respect for, or interest in, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Mr, Werner, who 
is working there, writes: 

“We have found here a great and open 
door with such liberty as is undreamed 
of in most places. We can preach any- 
where at any time. Hundreds-throng the 
streets as we gather in various places 
for street meetings and stand still for 
an hour or more, drinking in the Word. 
We are laboring at Vieux Fort, Dennery, 
Micoud, Soufriére, and Laborie.” A 
Bible school on Santa Lucia is planned. 

Two young people from the Jamaica 
Bible School have felt called to volun- 
teer for work in Santa Lucia. This Bible 
school- in Mandeville, in the heart. of 
Jamaica, has fifty students, although it 
is hardly five years old. 

Vacation Bible Schools in Cuba last 
summer, 58 in number, enrolled 4,298 
little ones. Six thousand were expected 
in 1950. 
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tions, but sends packages to Indo-China, 
Haiti, and the French-speaking parts of 
Africa. Many Scofield Reference Bibles 
and Thompson Chain Reference Bibles 
are sold, and over twenty sets of Dr. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer’s “Systematic The- 
ology” have been sold, mostly to the 
Mission workers. 

The Radio.—This also is directed by 
Dr, Stearns with the help of Miss A. 
Delmée, who prepares the scripts. On 
the broadcasts she, as “Evangeline,” asks 
questions of Dr. Stearns, who, as “Mon- 
sieur le Professeur,” gives Scriptural 
answers and explains evangelical truth. 
There are two weekly broadcasts, sup- 
ported apart from the Mission funds: 
Radio Internationale in Tangiers, at 4.15 
Sunday afternoon; Radio Luxembourg, 
2.15 Saturday afternoon; both for fifteen 
minutes. A bulletin is issued, called La 
Bonne Nouvelle par les Ondes (“The 
Good News on the Air”), which is sent 
to a mailing list that now contains about 
three thousand names and to praying 
friends of the radio work. Interesting 


letters are received from Belgium, 
France, Germany, England, Holland, 
Switzerland, and Portugal. Here are 


extracts from two recent letters: 

We were glad to receive the message 
with the New Testament. It is really 
in a spirit of prayer that we read it 
and that my husband and I try espe- 
cially to apply its principles. When I 
have finished the reading, I shall be 
glad to let you know what I think 
of it. 

I am happy now, for God is every- 
where with me. I have taken on new 
courage and confidence. When I have 
to go through hard times, I turn to 
God. Now I am convinced in the 
depths of my being that God is really 
living ... and I am very happy in 
spite of a life of hard work in the 
fields. 

General Gospel Work. — Regular 
preaching in the stations of the Mission; 
the use of three small tents which are 
moved from place to place; and colport- 
age and open-air meetings. Miss Esther 
Hoyt holds regular meetings in the Ger- 
man language in a camp’ for displaced 
persons. Formerly Miss Hoyt and Miss 
Lulu Sommers worked together among 
German-speaking people, but Miss Som- 
mers’ time is now almost entirely taken 
up with her duties as housemother at 
headquarters, 

Young People’s Work.—L’Union de 
Jeunesse Evangélique Belge (“The Union 


of Evangelical Belgian Young People”) - 


has branches in several stations. I ‘at- 
tended one evening meeting in Brussels, 
where more than thirty were present 
and where much enthusiasm and hearty 
fellowship were evident. Many took part 
in the period of prayer. Four young 
people’s camps are held at Limauges 
from July 16 until the end of August. 
There are separate camps for those 
speaking French and those who speak 
Flemish. Other camps are held on spe- 
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Eighty young people can 
one time at 


cial holidays. 
be accommodated at 
Limauges. 

One who sees the varied work of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission today — with the 
very evident blessing of God upon it, 
the humble, faithful devotion of the 
members to their task, in spite of con- 
tinued shortage of funds, and the spirit 
of unity which prevails among them — 
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cannot help but praise God with a 
thankful heart for this bright and shin. 
ing witness to “the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation.” Surely one may say 
of all these faithful servants of the Lord 
“for God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love which ye 
have showed toward His name” (Heb, 
6:10). 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 


Attracting Visitors to Your Church and School 


Ways in which you can make your services known and make strangers welcome 


T WAS my privilege for a few years 

to be moved once or twice a year 
to a different .community, state, and 
town. The first thing I did on settling 
in a new town was to notice the differ- 
ent churches. Of course, being a Bap- 
tist, I took particular notice of their 
churches. From this experience I defi- 
nitely believe that first impressions are 
important. 

First impressions are lasting. The out- 
side of a church was the first thing I 
noticed. The bulletin board would be 
read. If the letters were nice, clean, 
white ones and the bulletin board all 
up to date and new looking, I would 
say to myself, the people in this church 
are workers and love their Lord. The 
entire surroundings, such as the care of 
the lawn, the fence, the condition of the 
building, made a lasting impression on 
me. 

The church that usually made the best 
impression from its outside appearance 
would be the first one I would visit. {f, 
when I came to this church on the Sab- 
bath Day, I found someone at the door 
ready to greet me, hand me a church 
bulletin, and direct me to a class, I felt 
that here was an interested worker and 
a wide-awake church. Next I. would 
be asked to sign the guest book. The 
book would be on a nice, tall table, lamp 
over it, and with a pen that would write, 
all ready for me to use. 

A few days after my visit, I would 
receive a letter telling me that they were 
so glad to have had me as a worshiper 
and inviting me to return. A _ smile 
would come upon my face, a nice feel- 
ing all inside, and I’d say, “I think Ill 
go back next Sunday.” 

One of the nicest things happened to 
me in Lancaster, Pa. We had been there 
for only two weeks. A very nice per- 
son came to call on me. She was from 
the Welcome Wagon, and represented 
the merchants of the city, giving me 
complimentary cards to a number of 
business houses I could visit and from 
which I would receive a gift. The gift 
was a great attraction, but the thing 
that I remember most is that she asked 
me to what church I belonged. I told 
her. and, in talking, it came out that I 
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had a birthday coming up in a few days, 
The First Baptist Church in Lancaster 
at that time had made it a point to keep 
in contact with this woman in order that 
they might find out the names and ad- 
dresses of all newcomers to the city. A 
few nights later, a knock sounded on 
my door, and imagine my surprise to 
hear a chorus of “Happy Birthday.” 
There were about fifteen people and the 
pastor of the First Church. They had 
brought a large birthday cake, candles, 
ice cream, and even the nicest dishes to 
serve it in. Here I was a stranger, and 
from the South — first time in the North 
—so you can imagine what this all did 
for me without any words at all. 

Christians should not be indifferent 
to publicity. Christ chose seventy per- 
sons and sent them, “two by two be- 
fore his face into every city and place 
whither he himself was about to come.” 
It is a good technique today. If every 
church could have a means of getting 
in touch with newcomers, or visitors, 
and follow it up with a little personal 
interest, the church of Christ would be 
far more effective. 

Another thing that will attract visitors 
is your church announcement appearing 
in the Saturday night paper. I always 
look for them and was surprised at the 
number of churches telling all about 
their programs, but never mentioning 
one word about the time. Strangers or 
visitors like to know at what time your 
services begin. 

All these little things are important, 
but, no matter how good they are, there 
is no guarantee of success unless the 
teaching and preaching are sound and 
true to the Word and the entire pro- 
gram conducted under the direction and 
in the power of the Spirit. 

McKeesport, Pa. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for Gods 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 27. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 


Luke 1:46-55; 2:7-19, 40-52; Mark 3:31-35; John 2:1-12; 19:25-27; Acts 1:13, 14 (In this order.) 
printed text, Luke 1:46-48; 2:48-51; Mark 3:31-35; John 19:25-27; Acts 1:14 (In this order.) 


Golden Text.—My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.—Luke 1:46, 47 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

4 For he hath regarded the iow estate of his handmaiden: for, 
pehold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
Chap. 2:48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
pehold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's business? 

$0 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto 


them. 


§i And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings 


in her heart. 


Mark 3:31 There came then his brethren and his mother, and, 
standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 

#@ And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, 
Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Te Bible does not give us much in- 
formation concerning the life and 
character of Mary, the mother of 
our Lord. Tradition, unsupported by 
Scripture, has added much that is utterly 
untrustworthy, chiefly in order to divert 
attention from the Son to “the Mother.” 
From Matthew's Gospel we learn that 
she was espoused to Joseph, the son of 
Jacob, of the royal Davidic line, and 
that before they came together she was 
found to be with child by direct action 
of the Holy Spirit. Luke gives us more 
details, telling us of the appearance of 
the Angel Gabriel and his announce- 
ment that she was to become the virgin 
mother of the Messiah (Luke 1: 26-38). 
Her wondering question and gracious 
acquiescence to the will of God show 
her to have been of pure and exalted 
character and one sincerely devoted to 
the Lord. She seldom appears in the 
pages of Holy Writ after the visit to 
Jerusalem, when for a time she and 
Joseph lost the divine Child committed 
to their care (Luke 2:41-50). When a 
woman in the throng surrounding Jesus 
® one occasion cried out, expressing 
her sense of Mary’s blessedness, Jesus 
rebuked her in no uncertain terms (Luke 
127, 28). The last mention of her in 
‘the New Testament is in Acts 1:14, where 
We find her joining with the other fol- 
lowers of Jesus in prayer, not as one to 
whom they presented their supplications, 


The Historical Setting 
We have no record of the time of 
Mary's birth, though the place of her 


33 And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my 


brethren? 


Magdalene. 


behold thy son ! 


27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother ! 
that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 


Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and 


26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, 


34 And he looked round about on them which sat about him, 
and said, Behold my mother and my brethren ! 

35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother. 

John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary 


and the disciple 


And from 


supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 


% =“ 5 “ 


nativity evidently was Bethlehem. The 
Jewish Talmud says she was the daugh- 
ter of Heli, and this seems to be con- 
firmed by the genealogy given in Luke 
3, where Joseph is said to be of Heli; 
that is, son-in-law, not son of Heli, Tra- 
dition insists that Mary lived under the 
care of the Apostle John and died in 
Ephesus, but of this there is no posi- 
tive proof. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 1:46.—“My soul doth magnify the 
Lord.” When informed of the fact that 
she was the one of whom the prophet 
had spoken when he declared, “A vir- 
gin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7: 
14), Mary accepted the honor with both 
gratitude and humility. It was her one 
great desire that the Lord should be 
magnified, and so she did not rebel 
against the strange providence that had 
selected her for this high honor, even 
though it might involve shame and mis- 
understanding on the part of her friends 
and companions. (See Matt. 1:19.) 

Verse 47.—“My spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.” In so speaking, Mary 
acknowledged her own need of a Sav- 
iour. She was not, as the Romanists 
insist, immaculately conceived without 
sin. She belonged to a sinful race and 
was born under the same condemnation 
that others are, but she trusted im- 
plicitly in the God of her salvation, that 
salvation which was actually to be 
wrought out by her own Son, the holy 
one of God. 

Verse 48.—“From henceforth all gen- 
erations shall call me blessed.” Protes- 
tants need not be afraid to join with 
Romanists in speaking of the “blessed 


and with his brethren. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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virgin Mary,” but we have no authority 
for calling her “ever virgin” as Rome 
does. Her blessedness consisted, not in 
any merit of her own, but in the fact 
that she was chosen to be the mother of 
our Lord, 

Chap. '2:48.—“Why hast thou thus dealt 
with us?” Having missed the boy Jesus 
from their company, as Mary and Joseph 
returned from Jerusalem toward Naz- 
areth, they found Him in the Temple 
among the doctors, and reproved Him 
for having remained behind without 
consulting them. It is clear that even 
then they did not comprehend fully the 
mystery of His person. 

Verse 49.—“Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” Fully con- 
scious of His relationship to God as His 
only Father, He gently reproved them 
for failing to realize His true mission, 
even as a lad. 

Verse 50.—‘They understood not.” The 
miracle of His birth was not in itself 
sufficient to make plain to them His true 
relation to the Father. 

Verse 51—“He went down .. . to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them.” 
As a model youth in the home, He ex- 
emplified every filial virtue. His mother 
must often have wondered about His 
true nature and mission. She “kept all 
these sayings in her heart.” 

Mark 3:31—‘“There came then his 
brethren and his mother.” Joseph, by 
this time, had probably passed off the 
scene. The brothers of Jesus and His 
mother came to the place where He was 
preaching, apparently in order to dis- 
suade him, if possible, from working «so 
energetically. 

Verse 32.—“Behold, thy mother: and 
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thy brethren without seek for thee. 
The multitude informed Jesus of the 
presence of these members of the house- 
hold, but He did not allow them to hin- 
der His gracious ministry. 

Verse 33—“Who is my mother, or my 
brethren?” He was about to disown all 
ties that were merely earthly. Hence- 
forth He would only recognize spiritual 
relationships. ‘ 

Verses 34, 35—“Whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is my brother, 
and my sister, and mother.” Surely no 
words could declare more fully the fact 
that the mother of Jesus and His kin- 
dred after the flesh were not to be rec- 
ognized in any special sense. 

John 19:25.—“There stood by the cross 
of Jesus his mother.” With what anguish 
of heart and mystification of spirit must 
she have beheld the terrible shame and 
suffering of her Son! Surely she would 
recall the words of Simeon, spoken so 
long before, “Yea, a sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also” (Luke 2:35). 

Verses 26, 27—‘“Behold thy son! ... 
Behold thy mother !” Thus Jesus showed 
His tender sympathy and consideration 
for His mother by confiding her to the 
care of the beloved disciple John. 

Acts 1:14—“These all continued ... 
in prayer , . . with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus.” This is, as 
noted above, the last mention of Mary 
in the Bible. She is seen in a prayer 
meeting, in the place of confessed need, 
joining with others in intercession — 
not herself addressed in prayer, as 
though she had some special merit and 
some special authority. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

We honor Mary, the virgin mother cf 
our Lord, when we see in her a true 
daughter of Israel, devout and gracious, 
waiting for the fulfillment of the divine 
promise of the Saviour who was to come 
into the world. She was blessed above 
all other women in that she was chosen 
as the one through whom the Christ was 
to be born into the world. When super- 
stitious and overcredulous people elevate 
her in their thinking to become the 
mediatrix of redemption and the inter- 
cessor for the distressed, even calling 
her by the title, so obnoxious to God, 
of Queen of Heaven (Jer. 44:17, 25) they 
not only dishonor her, but they show 
how little they understand the true char- 
acter of the propitiatory work of our 
blessed Lord, and the true character of 
Mary as one with all believers, as a sin- 
ner saved by grace. She has no place 
in Scripture as a participant in the work 
of salvation. She is a lovely example of 
lowly submission to the will of God, 
but she is not an object of adoration. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Mary’s joy in God (Luke 1:46, 47) 

2. Her submission to His will (v. 48) 

3. Mary’s perplexity concerning the per- 
son of her Son (chap. 2:48-51) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. August 20.—John, Preacher of Re- 
pentance. Luke 3:1-22; 7:18-28; 
Matthew 14:1-12. (In this order.) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 3.—Peter, Who Became 
a Man of Power. Matthew 16:13- 
17; Luke 22:54-62; John 21:15-17; 

Acts 2 to 5 








4. Human ties dissolved for those that 
are spiritual (Mark 3:31-35) 

5. Standing by the cross (John 19: 25-27) 

6. Last mention of Mary in Scripture 
(Acts 1:14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

An Important Distinction, Many Prot- 
estants fail to distinguish between the 
Bible doctrine of the Incarnation and the 
Romish dogma of the immaculate con- 
ception, which is a mere modern inven- 
tion. By the former is meant the union 
of the divine and human in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. By the other, Rome teaches 
that Mary was miraculously conceived 
without sin in order to become the 
mother of Christ. This is positively un- 
scriptural, 


Summaries and Applications 

We do not dishonor Mary when we 
refuse to pray to her. We do not need 
her intercession, and if we did, she is 
not appointed to give it. 

Jesus was subject to Mary, but never 
allowed her to come between Him and 
His great work. 

We do well to heed Mary’s words: 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
(John 2:5), 


WINONA Lake, IND, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the name given to Mary’s 
song, and why? 

2. Of what song in the Old Testament 
is Mary’s song strongly reminiscent? 

3. What phrase in Mary’s song contra- 
dicts the Roman teaching that she was 
sinless? 

4. In what sense is 
“blessed”? (v. 48.) 

5. On how.many occasions did Jesus 
“rebuke” His mother? ; 

6. What light does Luke 2:49 cast on 
Jesus’ consciousness of who He was? 

7. What is significant in Jesus’ sub- 
jection to Joseph and Mary in the light 
of His divine consciousness? 

8. Did Jesus renounce all earthly kin- 
ship in Mark 3:33-35? 

9. Why did Jesus commit the care of 
His mother to John, and not to someone 
in the family? 

10. What relation did Mary hold to the 
infant church? 


. (Answers on page 691) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
our Father, whose mercy is on .them 
that fear Thee from generation to gen. 
eration, we thank Thee for Thy mergi- 
ful kindness to us, for all that gladdens 
our earthly life, for Thy pardoning 
grace, Thy guiding presence, and for the 
promise of Thy Heavenly Home. Give 
us deeply grateful hearts for all Thy 
goodness, and may Thy will be our de. 
light. Guard us from _ temptation, 
strengthen us for life’s testings, and may 
love, joy, peace, gentleness, meeknegs, 
goodness, and all the lovely fruit of the 
Spirit abound in us. Bless our study of 
Thy Word to each of us now, and may 
Thy Gospel go forth to all who have 
never heard it. Where sorrow and trov- 
ble burden the heart, give relief and 
comfort. Guide our rulers, revive Thy 
Church, and turn the nations to Thy- 
self to the glory of Thy dear Son. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—God loves to make 
a “somebody” out of a “nobody.” But 
He can rarely do it. He did it with 
Mary, the unknown village maiden 
whom He chose to be the mother of the 
Lord Jesus. But He had to be careful 
as to the “nobody” He chose. There are 
many proud “nobodies” whom God can- 
not use. It would be their ruin for God 
to single them out and do them honor, 
But Mary was a humble enough “no- 
body” to be made a “somebody” and not 
be spoiled. 

Her humility is seen in her outburst 
of praise: “My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour.” That to her should come 
the honor of being the mother of the 
promised Messiah left her amazed at 
the condescension of God. Who was she 
to be so favored? Her song is an out- 
burst of adoring thanksgiving for such 
an undeserved honor. But only the hum- 
ble can be deeply thankful like that. 
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In most of us the seeds of pride lie too 
thick for God to use us. A little more 
talent than someone else, a little more 
money, a little better social position, a 
little better looks, or a little place in the 
limelight — any one of these is enough 
to make us conceited and proud. 
When Princess Elizabeth of Britain 
was a little girl, a palace official greeted 
her one day with, “Good morning, little 
lady.” “I’m not a little lady,” she re 
plied, “I’m a royal princess.” Her grand- 
mother heard about it, and after giving 
the royal princess a “talking to,” she 
then took her to the court official, and 
said: “I wish to present my grand 
daughter. She is a royal princess noW, 
but she hopes some day to be a little 
lady.” Under that wise handling she 
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has become a lady, but her childish boast 
was the sort of thing that is natural to 
the proud heart we each carry in our 
preast. To be really humble we need 
to see our sin and unworthiness in God's 
sight, and to seek and find His gracious 

And ever after we shail need 
topray for a humble spirit if we would 
be useful to God and a blessing to others. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour” (Luke 1:47).—A sinless 
person has no need of a Saviour. The 
only class of people whom the Saviour 
came to call was sinners (Luke 5:32; 1 
Tim. 1:15). As we hear Mary exult in 
‘God my Saviour,” we reject Rome's 
doctrine of her immaculate conception ! 

On the eighth of December, 1854, Pope 
Pius IX was sitting on his throne, with 
atriple crown of gold and diamonds on 
his head, arrayed in silk and damask, 
with red and white vestments on his 
shoulders. He was surrounded with five 
hundred mitered prelates, and more than 
fifty thousand people were at his feet in 
the magnificent cathedral, St. Peter’s of 
Rome: It was then and there, speaking 
ex cathedra, he promulgated the un- 
scriptural doctrine: 

“By the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of the blessed apostles Peter and 
Paul, and by our own authority, we de- 
clare, pronounce and define that the doc- 
ttine which holds that the most Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in the first instance of her 
conception, by a special grace and priv- 
ilege of the Almighty God, in view of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior 
of mankind, was preserved free from 
the stain of all original sin, has been 
revealed by God, and therefore is to be 
firmly and steadfastly believed by all 
the faithful. Wherefore should any pre- 
sume, which God avert,-to think in their 
heart otherwise than has been defined 
by us, let them know and moreover un- 
derstand, that they are condemned by 
their own judgment, that they have made 
shipwreck as regards the faith, and have 
fallen away from the unity of the 
Church.” 


Since that day, the Roman Catholic 
tatechisms teach, “The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, by a special privilege, was pre- 
Stved from all stain and sin,” etc. 
“All generations shall call me blessed” 
(, 4).—It is Scriptural to call Mary 
The angel Gabriel and Elisa- 
leth declared her to be “blessed .. . 
among women,” but it is unscriptural to 
Worship her. 
Rome goes so far as to teach three 
@ades of worship: (a) Latreia, that un- 
homage due to God; (b) Dulia, 
to saints and martyrs; (c) Hyper- 
a homage which lies between these 
wo, and is reserved for Mary alone. 
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The Holy Bible does not, draw this dis- 
tinction, 

In the sixth century Epiphanius called 
attention to certain women who adored 
Mary as a Savior-goddess and who baked 
cakes to her honor as the Queen of 
Heaven. He condemned the practice and 
reminded his readers that the Fathers 
of the Church had unanimously insisted 
that we are saved by faith in the Son 
alone, and that the mother was merely 
a creature: “Let Mary be honored, but 
let the Lord Jesus be worshipped,” was 
his conclusion. 

“Thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing” (Luke 2:48)—A _ cardinal 
definition of sin is missing the mark. 
That being so, Joseph and Mary sinned 
on this occasion in allowing the details 
and interests of the return trip from 
Jerusalem to engross them so completely 
that they did not know the whereabouts 
of the Lord Jesus, 

His reply to her question: “Why hast 
thou thus dealt with us?” must be con- 
sidered as at least a gentle rebuke. 
When she said, “Thy father and I,” He 
said, “Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” He knew, even 
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at that’ tender age, that Jehovah, not 
Joseph, was His.Father. 

The multitudes of mothers throughout 
the world who are being taught by Rome 
to hang medallions on their children 
and to confide them to Mary’s care 
should seriously consider this incident. 
If she could not take care of the Holy 
Child on a journey from Jerusalem to 
Nazareth, what encouragement have they 
for believing she can take care of mil- 
lions of children on the journey from 
time into eternity! They do well to 
recall that it was the Son, not Mary, 
who said, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me.” 

“The same is my brother, and my sis- 
ter, and mother” (Mark 3:35).—The false 
report was spread that the Lord Jesus 
was beside Himself (v. 21). Hearing it, 
His mother and brothers sought Him at 
Capernaum, evidently with the thought 
of taking Him back to the home in Naz- 
areth. When He was informed*in the 
midst of the multitude that His mother 
and brothers sought Him, He revealed 
that there is a higher and truer kin- 
ship than that which was in their minds: 
“Whosoever shall do the will of God, the 
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same is my brother, and my sister, and 
mother.” 

On another occasion when a woman 
exclaimed regarding the blessing which 
was Mary’s for having given Him nour- 
ishment, He admitted it, but mentioned 
a deeper blessing for those “that hear 
the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 
11:27). : 

What a revelation to our Roman Cath- 
olic friends it would be if they took the 
words of the Lord Jesus at their face 
value, and really believed that a greater 
distinction than that conferred on Mary 
at Bethlehem pertains to all who hear, 
believe, and obey the Word of God! 

“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus 
his mother . . .” (John 19:25).—Mary is 
referred to in Holy Writ as “the mother 
of Jesus,” and although she was the 
mother of Him who was God the Son, 
she is never given the objectionable title 
of “Mother of God”! It cannot be suc- 
cessfully denied that if God has a 
“mother,” He cannot possess essential 
deity. In such a case, the creature would 
be greater than the Creator. Mary never 
accepted such a title. Her spirit re- 
joiced, as she herself said, in “God my 
Saviour.” Happy are all who follow her 
splendid example! 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, two remarks that the 

Lord Jesus made concerning His 
mother used to worry me because they 
seemed so abrupt and unfilial. It was 
wrong of me to feel that way, for I 
should have known that whatever Jesus 
said or did had only the highest and 
holiest purpose in it. If anything we 
read in God’s Word shocks us it is be- 
cause our thinking and reactions are 
on too low a level to comprehend its 
true meaning, and the first thing we 
should do in such a case is to ask the 
Holy Spirit to teach us. That is what 
He is here for — to make clear the mean- 
ing of the Word. 

One of the Lord Jesus’ remarks was to 
His mother at the wedding in Cana, 
when He said, “Woman, what have I to 
do with thee?” (John 2:4.) It was nec- 
essary for Jesus, early in His ministry, 
to establish the fact that human rela- 
tionships were subordinate to the spir- 
itual. It was no reflection upon His 
mother to call her “Woman.” God’s 
Word (Gen. 2:22) is the authority for 
calling her “Woman,” and Adam named 
the first woman “Eve,” because, said he, 
“she [is] . . . the mother of all living.” 
The name “Woman” began as an hon- 
ored title—and still is a very highly 
honored title, though in modern times it 
has been debauched by low-level minds. 

The second remark occurs in our les- 
son today, where the record shows that 
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when’ they told Jesus, “Behold, thy 
mother and thy brethren without seek 
for thee,” He answered, “Who is my 
mother, or my brethren? . . , Whosoever 
shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother.” 
This is a very precious truth for you 
and me, fellows, for it establishes the 
fact that if you and I are real Christians, 
we are dearer to our Lord than could 
be any human relationship — even dearer 
than a mother! 

That is a marvelous thing to know. 
And it is possible for the vilest and 
weakest sinner who, in true penitence 
for his sin, turns unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. 

If anyone should doubt Jesus’ love and 
consideration for His mother, let him 
note that even while suffering the agony 
of the cross on Calvary, Jesus made pro- 
vision for His mother’s safekeeping by 
committing her to the care of His dear- 
est friend, John. And John did not fail 
to carry out that Son’s wishes, for he 
took Mother Mary to his own home and 
gave her his tender care, doubtless to 
the day of her death. 

I think it is unfortunate, but it is 
quite possible that we Protestants make 
too little of Mary the mother of our 
Lord. The fact that the Roman Catholic 
Church deifies her is so repugnant to us 
that our reaction has caused us to swing 
out too far in the opposite direction. 
Mary was the most highly honored of 
all women, She was a dear, good mother, 
She was pure and sweet and had a mar- 
velously beautiful spirit. Just read her 
“Magnificat” recorded in Luke 1:46-55. 
There is nothing loftier or more beautiful 
in all literature. She ranks with all the 
human “greats” of the Bible — Abraham, 
Moses, Isaiah, Elijah, Paul, John, and 
Peter; and when we remember that it 
was she who crooned the little baby Jesus 
to sleep, who fed Him from her breast, 
made and mended His clothes, bound 
up His little cut finger or stumped toe, 
and “kissed the place to make it well,” 
we are willing to accord to her a place 
among the highest of humans — but not 
the place of God, for that would be 
blasphemy. 

FontTANA Dam, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ARY, the mother of Jesus, may have 

been the best young woman who 
ever lived, but she was only a human 
being. We highly esteem her and look 
forward to meeting her in Heaven, but 
we must never worship her. God is the 
only one who should be worshiped. The 
Lord Jesus is God, and so we must wor- 
ship Him. John 5:23 says, “All men 
should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father.” Hebrews 1:6 tells 
us that when Christ was born, God the 
Father said, “Let all the angels of Gad 
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worship him.” But there are no verses 
like these about Mary. 

Before Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
an angel was sent to tell Mary that God 
had chosen her to be the mother of 
Jesus. Read what the angel said to her 
in Luke 1:28. “Hail” was not a word 
of worship, but of greeting. When the 
Lord Jesus met His disciples after His 
resurrection He said to them, “All hail” 
(Matt. 28:9). 

Read Luke 1:29-33 and let us see ex- 
actly what the angel said to Mary about 
herself and exactly what he said about 
Jesus. Which was to reign forever and 
ever? Nowhere in all Scripture is Mary 
called either the “Mother of God” or 
the “Queen of Heaven.” She is always 
shown to be a human being, whereas 
the Lord Jesus Christ is said to be God; 
He said so Himself, He proved it by His 
miracles, His wonderful words, His sin- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





MARY, THE MICTHER Of SESUS 
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lesson for August 27 


less life, His unique death, His glorious 
resurrection, and His ascension to 
Heaven. 

See what Mary called herself. in Luke 
1:38. She assumed no superior title. 
Hannah had called herself “the hand- 
maid of the Lord” more than a thousand 
years before. 

Now read Matthew 1:23. Every Jew- 
ish girl] knew the prophecy quoted here, 
and no doubt wished that she might have 
the great honor of being the virgin 

nm of in this Scripture. After Mary 
learned that she was to have that honor, 
she went to visit her cousin Elisabeth. 
Read the beautiful words she spoke when 
she arrived there (Luke 1:46-49). She 
showed no pride in herself at all but 
only rejoicing in the Lord. Notice es- 
pecially that she said, “My spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour.” 

Mary was, no doubt, a very good girl, 
yet she needed a Saviour. Is there one 
here who dares to hope that she will 
get to Heaven without Him? Mary also 
speaks of herself as of “low estate.” Her 
humility is in striking contrast to the 
extravagant claims which some have 
made for her. 

When the angels told the shepherds of 
the birth of Jesus, they made no men- 
tion of Mary. Their message was, “Unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11). 

When the Wise Men came from the 
East the Bible says that they worshiped 
Christ, not Mary, and they gave their 
gifts to Him, not to her. 

In Luke 2:41-51 we read of Christ’s 
visit to the Temple at the age of twelve. 
You probably remember that Mary and 
Joseph started home without Him, sup- 
posing that He was in the returning 
crowd. When they found that He was 
not in the company, they sought for Him. 
Read verses 48-51. Here is another procf 
that Mary was not God: God is om- 
niscient, that is, He knows everything. 
He never has to wonder where someone 
is—He knows, Here we find that Mary 
did not know where Jesus was any more 
than Joseph did. 

But notice in verse 51 that Jesus was 
subject to His mother. As a child, He 
Was our great example. Perhaps some 
of you feel that you are superior to 
your mother. The older you get, the 
less likely you are to think that. But 
even if it were true, you ought to be 
subject to her. The Lord Jesus was 
superior to His mother because He was 
God as well as man, and He was abso- 
lutely sinless, yet He set us the example 
of obedience to parents. 

Now let us read Mark 3:31-35. In- 
stead of saying anything here about wor- 
shiping His mother, the Lord Jesus said, 
“Whosoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother, and my sister, 
and mother.” 

Next look at John 2:1-4. Here a mir- 
acle is needed, but Mary does nbt do it. 


_ The Bible does not record a single mir- 
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acle performed by Mary. And here in 
verse 5 is the only direct command. of 
hers that we have recorded in the Bible, 
“Whatsoever he [Jesus] saith unto you, 
do it.” How much better it would be 
if those who wish to give Mary special 
honor, obeyed this command of hers, 
instead of trying to give her a position 
which is unscriptural and which she 
would refuse if she knew anything 
about it! 

Now turn to John 19:25-27 and read 
about Mary at the cress. Here the Lord 
Jesus asked His beloved disciple John 
to care for His mother. He did not say 
to John, “Pray to my mother that you 
may be blessed.” Instead of that He 
asked John to take care of His mother. 

Our last glimpse of Mary in the Bible 
is in Acts 1:14. Here we do not find 
the followers of Jesus praying to her. 
Instead of that she is meeting with them 
to pray to God. What a lovely place 
to take our leave of Mary! She still 
assumes no superiority whatever. She 
does not ask any special honor for hav- 
ing been the mother of such a glorious 
person. She comes to the prayer meet- 
ing as one of Christ’s followers. 

We must always remember Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, as one of the greatest 
women in the Bible. She holds a unique 
place in the plan of our salvation and 
in the history of the world; but she 
never was, or Claimed to be, “Mother of 
God” or “Queen of Heaven.” And I 
venture to say that when we meet her 
in Heaven, her interest in us will be 
measured by how well we have obeyed 
that one recorded command of hers, 
“Whatsoever he [the Lord Jesus Christ] 
saith unto you, do it.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
(Luke 1:46-48; 2:7; John 2:1, 12; 19:25; 

Acts 1:13, 14) 
EFORE class allow the children to 
examine various objects with a 
magnifying glass of some sort, or a 
reading glass,:or field glasses. Use the 
word “magnify” several times so that 
the children catch its meaning. Surely 
your picture file has some beautiful col- 
ored pictures showing Mary: perhaps the 
Annunciation, a manger or madonna 
scene, at home in Nazareth, or the Tem- 
ple with the boy Jesus; possibly of the 

wedding, and at the cross. 

Years before John the Baptist got the 
people ready for the Lord Jesus, God 
was getting the Lord Jesus ready. One 
important thing was His mother. God 
would want the very best mother in all 
the world to take care of His Son and 
bring Him up, would He not? Whom 
did He choose? Yes; Mary. Mary was 
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thrilled when the angel told her she was 
to be the one—why, every young 
woman for centuries had hoped she 
might be Christ’s mother. Mary’s joy 
came out in a- song of praise, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord.” Her words 
were the magnifying glass to picture 
Him to others. (Read aloud Luke 1: 
46-48.) 

When the baby came, how she loved 
Him!—her baby—God’s baby, whom 
she must care for. Tenderly she wrap- 
ped Him in baby clothes and laid Him 
in the manger, the best bed she could 
fix in that dingy stable. As the years 
went by, the boy grew. What an ap- 
petite to feed! bigger clothes to make 
year after year— other mouths to feed 
and bodies to clothe, too. Those must 
have been busy years for Mother Mary. 
But she took time to teach her little 
ones about God. She taught them to. 
obey her, too. Yes, even Jesus, the per- 
fect boy, was obedient to His mother 
(Luke 2:51). I hope your mother tells 
you about God, and magnifies Him at 
home. When you girls play house, do 
you teach your “children” about the 
Lord Jesus:Christ? I hope your mother 
makes you mind and does not let you 
have your own way all the time. 


Mary was the kind of mother who 
helped other families, too. When there 
was a wedding party going on, she was 
helping in the kitchen. The Lord Jesus 
helped, too. She went to prayer meeting 
and to the Temple to worship. I hope 
your mother is that kind, too. 


When that sad day came that the Lord 
was crucified, Mary was there, standing 
by the cross. Nothing—not even that 
awful thing—could stop her love for 
her Son. Nothing that happens to 
us stops our mother’s love, either. When 
we get hurt terribly, Mother is still 
there to take care of us. When we are 
sick, how hard she works to take care 
of us! Even when a boy or girl is very 
bad, Mother does not give him up, but 
still hopes and prays. I think we should 
magnify God not only for giving us such 
a wonderful Saviour as the Lord, but for 
giving us Christian mothers to take care 
of us and bring us up. 

Our scrapbook pages will show not 
only Mary, the mother of Jesus, but 
what our mothers do. If you can find 
a picture of a mother with her children, 
reading from the Bible or talking about 
God, write the Memory Verse by it, 
“And Mary said, My soul doth magnify 
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:46, 47). 
To focus attention on the verse, write 
the first three words on the blackboard. 
Below, draw a circle and straight line 
for a reading glass and its handle. On 
the glass print in large letters LORD. 
Also draw a heart and on it print GOD 
MY SAVIOUR. Be sure that pupils can 
name the first five Books of the New 
Testament, which tell about Mary. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OU will have no difficulty in having 

a picture for today’s lesson, for 
many of the world’s greatest artists have 
painted ‘pictures of the mother of Jesus. 
Some are very beautiful while others 
are not. Choose a lovely one. 

All Christians honor Mary because she 
was chosen by God to be the mother of 
the Lord Jesus when He came to earth 
as a little baby, and was born in Beth- 
lehem. Every Sunday school child 
knows the story of His birth, and the 
wonderful things that happened then. 

We honor Mary, but we do not wor- 
ship her, for she was but a human being 
like other women. No doubt she was 
a pure, sweet, godly Jewish girl, but she 
was not without sin, for God’s Word 
says, “All have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God,” meaning all human 
beings. Jesus Christ was human, but He 
was also God. So Mary was not with- 
out sin, so we could not worship her. 
We worship only God, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, 
three in one. 

All down through the years, Jewish 
girls had prayed that they might be 
chosen to be the mother of the Messiah, 
and Mary was the one who was chosen. 
We do not know why, but God chose 
her, so we know she was the right one. 

When Jesus was but a baby, Mary 
listened to the stories of the shepherds 
and the Wise Men; she heard Simeon and 
Anna praise God for seeing the Son of 
God; and she kept all these things in 
her heart and thought about them. Then 
when Jesus was twelve years old, you 
remember how He was lost in the Tem- 
ple, and what He said to His mother 
when she asked Him why He had fright- 
ened them so when they had lost Him 
for three days. He answered her, “How 
is it that ye sought me? wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness?” Mary knew He could not mean 
his foster father Joseph. She pondered 
this in her heart. 

When Jesus did His first miracle, at 
Cana of Galilee, His mother was with 
Him, and told Him that there was no 
wine for the wedding feast. He an- 
swered her in a strange way, but she 
understood Him, and said to the serv- 
ants, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
| hs 

The Lord Jesus Christ was Mary's 
Saviour just as He is ours. She be- 
lieved on Him, she worshiped Him, and 
wks. pam thanked God for the great 
honor of being His mother: I know she 
loved her baby as much as any mother 
has ever loved her child. She was a 
tender and faithful mother, teaching and 
training the boy Jesus. She knew He 
was the Son of God. How much she 
knew of what was going to happen to 
Him, we do not know, but once more 
we see her, at the Crucifixion, and the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


nails that were driven through the hands 
and feet of our Lord pierced the loving 
mother-heart of Mary. When Simeon 
had met Joseph and Mary and Jesus in 
the Temple when Jesus was eight days 
old, he had told Mary, “Yea, a sword 
shall pierce through thy own soul also.” 
But Mary stayed by the cross. 

One of the last things Jesus said 
before He laid down His life was to 
give His mother into the care of John, 
the beloved disciple, and John tells us 
that frem that day he took Mary into 
his own home and cared for her. 
Wasn’t it beautiful that in the agony of 
death, He should remember His mother 
and provide for her? 

We do not read that she was with the 
women at the tomb on the resurrection 
morning. Whether she was grief-stricken 
and not able to come, or whether, like 
Mary of Bethany, she understood that 
He would rise again, I do not know. Per- 
haps. At least, they are not present with 
the other women. 

Jesus loved His mother and was kind 
and thoughtful to her. I wonder how 
many boys and girls in the Primary class 
are. really thoughtful’ to obey their 
mothers and not do anything to worry 
them. The Bible tells us that even when 
Jesus was twelve years old, and a man, 
according to Jewish law, He still re- 
turned to Nazareth with Joseph and 
Mary and obeyed them, as He had be- 
fore, until He was grown. 

Sometimes it makes me sick when I 
hear boys and girls answer their mothers 
so saucily and argue about minding 
them. It cannot be that they love their 
mothers very much. When we love peo- 
ple, we want to do things for them, and 
give them gifts. Then I know some chil- 
dren who always remember to send their 
mothers birthday cards and give them 
gifts, and at Christmas, too, they give 
a nice present to Mother. Yes, they give 
her a Mother’s Day gift, too, but they 
never mind anything she tells them. 
They never tell her they love her; all 
they think about is doing what they want 
to do, and having their own way. I’m 
always so sorry for those mothers. But 
they failed somehow to teach their boys 
and girls, when they were very small, 
the way of obedience and comradeship. 

Once I had a little girl, and all throngh 
the years, she always wanted to do what 
I wanted her to do. I cannot remember 
that she ever told me she would not 
mind me. I could always depend on 
her, for I knew she would obey me. As 
she grew to be a big girl, her love and 
our happy hours together were among 
the sweetest things. in all the world to 
me. Now she is much older, and has a 
family of her own, and of course she 
does not have to obey me now, but in 
all the years, she has always respected 
my wish, and our love has grown deeper 
and sweeter. And perhaps best of all, 
she is teaching her children the same 
love and consideration she has always 
shown, so there are very few discipline 
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problems in her home. Where love ig 
the law, there is very little need of pun. 
ishment or discipline. Try it in your 
home. 
FELTON, CALIF, ° 
+3 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions Lg —_— illus- 
trations are accepted may be from A. 
Times for 18 cents @ copy. wits als for each 
illustration accepted, an 

Illustrations must reach na Times 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 


not be clip from earlier a Round 
Tables.” _~—— is given to. illustration 
on the prin Readers are asked 


ted lesson 4 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Don’t You Wish YOU Could?—My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my Spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour (Luke 
1:46, 47, Golden Text). So it is, when 
your soul doth magnify the Lord you 
have revealed to you glories you have 
never known. We need not be surprised 
and wonder when a man (or woman) is 
only lukewarm religiously. His soul has 
never magnified the Lord, and in con- 
sequence he knows no more of God and 
His wonderful glory, beauty, and love 
than he knows of the small life and the 
great heavens so well known to the sci- 
entist. “Ridgway, I can’t understand 
what you can see in this religious game 
you’re so wrapped up in,” said an old 
college mate to whom church, Sunday 
school. and so on, was a bore. “Don't 
you wish you could !” I replied as I gave 
him the old Turner answer to the woman 
who said she could never see the colors 
Turner used in his pictures. Like Mary, 
my soul has learned to magnify the Lord, 
and to me He is “chiefest among ten 
thousand” and “altogether lovely” (Song 
of Sol. 5:10, 16; Psa. 145:3-12; Isa. 12: 
4-6).—From the late William H. Ridg- 
way, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Where To Stop Crime.—Behold, thy 
father and I have sought thee sorrowing 
(Luke 2:48). Many a boy has been sor- 
rowfully sought by his parents, but has 
not been found in the temple. J. Edgar: 
Hoover says, “Crime should be stopped, 
not in the electric chair but in the high 
chair..—From Guideposts. Sent by 
Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


A Substitute for the Doctor.—And he 
answered them, saying, Who is my 
mother, or my brethren? (Mark 3:33.) 
A woman who had joined the Roman 
Catholic Church as a convert was trying 
to win her next-door neighbor also. She 
said, “You don’t go to any church, why 
don’t you try the Roman Catholic, as I 
did?” Said the neighbor: “You say you 
like that church because you like the 
idea of praying to Christ’s mother? Well, 
I don’t go to church at all, but this is the 
way I see it: today I’m going to see my 
doctor. I need his help. I wonder what 
he would say if I called him on the 
telephone and said: ‘Doctor, I’ve changed 
my mind. I will, consult your mother; 
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instead of you.’ ”—Personal. Sent by 
Mrs, J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


Comfortable in the World.—Whoso- 
ever shall do the will of God (Mark 3: 
35). So many of us Christians are rather 
like that small girl who had been to a 

and on her return was asked by 
her mother if she had been a good girl, 
to which she replied, after due thought, 
“Mummy, I wasn’t good, and I wasn’t 
naughty —I was just comfy!” Yes, we 
retain enough sin in our lives to enable 
us td get along comfortably in the world, 
and yet at the same time we do enough 
of the will. of God to keep our con- 
sciences from giving too much trouble. 
—From the Rev. George B. Duncan, in 
Keswick Week. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Different Hands.—For whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister,and mother (Mark 
3:35). The Rev. Ira Gillett, missionary 
in Portuguese East Africa, tells the story 
of a group of natives who made a long 
journey and walked past a government 
hospital to come to the mission hospital 
for treatment. When asked why they 
had walked the extra distance to reach 
the mission hospital when the same 
medicines were available at the govern- 
ment institution, they replied, “The 
medicines may be the same, but the 
hands are different.” — From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 

.Her Son’s “Good Night.”—Woman, be- 
hold thy son! .. . Behold thy mother! 
(John 19:26, 27.) Jesus’ words are a 
commentary on the Fifth Commandment. 
Anyone who would be like Jesus cares 
for his parents. I was once spending 
the night in a beautiful home in a large 
city, when at about nine o’clock, my 
host, a gentleman of about fifty-five 
years of age, arose, saying, “Excuse me, 
please, for just a few minutes. I am 
going to say good night to my mother.” 
His mother lived three blocks distant, 
and for thirty years her son had never 
failed to go and bid her good night, if 
he was in the city. “No matter what 
the weather may be, no matter who his 
guests are, my husband never fails to 
tun over to his mother’s and bid her 
g00d night,” said the gentleman’s wife 
when he had gone. “Neither he nor she 
could sleep if this duty had been 
neglected. When his business com- 
pels him to be away from the city, 
he writes to her every day, if only a 
single line. Her mental powers are be- 
ginning to fail, and she forgets many 
things, so that her mind is blank on 
Some points; but -when nine o’clock 
comes she always knows the hour, and 
Says, ‘It is time for Henry to come and 
bid me good night.’”—From Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Tingley, Iowa. Prize illustration. 


What We Miss—These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplica- 
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tion (Acts 1:14). “Old Father Morris,” 
says his biographer, “had noticed a fall- 
ing off in his little village prayer meet- 
ing. The first time he collected a toler- 
able audience, he took occasion to tell 
them something concerning the confer- 
ence meeting of the disciples after the 
Resurrection. ‘But Thomas was not with 
them.’ ‘Thomas not with them!’ said the 
old man in a sorrowful voice. “Thomas 
had got cold-hearted, and was afraid that 
they would ask him to make the first 
prayer; or perhaps,’ he continued, look- 
ing at some ‘of the farmers, ‘he was 
afraid the roads were bad; or perhaps 
he thought a shower was coming on!’ 
He went on significantly summing up 
the common excuses, and then with great 
simplicity and emotion, he added, ‘But 
only think what Thomas lost, for in 
the middle of the meeting the Lord 
Jesus came and stood among them.’”— 
From “Calvary to Olivet,” by C. Stan- 
ford. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 
%& 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 686) 


1. The Magnificat — so named from the 
opening word in the Latin Vulgate Ver- 
sion, 


2. The song of Hannah in 1 Samuel 
2: 1-10. 


3. “God my Saviour,” in Luke 1:47. 


4. There is no thought here of- the 
veneration accorded by the Roman 
Church, but a recognition of her high 
privilege in being chosen to be “the 
mother of [four] . . . Lord” (v. 43). 


5. Three. See Luke 2:49; John 2:4; 
Mark 3: 32-35. 


6. At the age of twelve He was con- 
scious of His unique relation to God 
(“my Father” over against “thy father” 
of verse 48), and of a unique divine mis- 
sion. 


7. He would “fulfil all righteousness” 
in every human relation. The Fifth 
Commandment stood for Him who was 
“made under the law.” 


8. This was not a renunciation, but an 
enunciation. Ultimate relation is of the 
spirit, not of blood. 


9. Some have taken this as evidence 
that the “brethren” of Jesus were not 
sons of Mary, but more distant kinsmen. 
The reason is not given us, but loving 
wisdom ordered it so, 


10. Not queen, or mediator, but a pray- 


“ing member (Acts 1:14). Beware of any 


rival to the unique honors of the Lord 
Jesus, 
WuHeatTon, ILL, 
we 


Many men owe the grandeur of their 
lives to their tremendous difficulties.— 
C. H. Spurgeon. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 27 


2. What Christianity Has for Youth 

(2 Tim. 1:12; Phil. 4:13; Eph. 3:14-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

F YOU were to attempt to consider, 

even briefly, all that Christianity has 
to offer to youth, you would need not 
one meeting, but several. However, 
here are a few of the things that we 
shall not want to fail to think about. 


bd 

Christianity offers life. When the Lord 
Jesus said, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (John 10:10), He 
meant real life here and now, a full and 
abundant life that would increase in_sat- 
isfaction, and would continue on beyond 
death through the ages of ages. The 
Devil offers a little tinsel and a few 
baubles, and says to us, “This is the life,” 
but he offers it for a price, and what he 
offers soon fades and tarnishes, and 
turns to ashes. 

*Tis Heaven alone that is given away, 
‘Tis only God may be had for the asking. 
we 

Christianity offers a challenge to 
youth. The Lord Jesus says to youth, 
“If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). Here is 
the greatest challenge that the human 
mind can conceive. There are no limits 
to what God can and will do for the one 
who accepts it. 

se 

Christianity offers youth unlimited 
opportunity for service. The Lord Jesus 
said, “Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to har- 
vest. And he that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eter- 
nal: that both he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together” (John 
4:35, 36). His promise today to us is as 
it was to the disciples of old, “Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to be- 
come fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). 

we 

Christianity offers security to youth, 
There are those who tell us that much 
of the unrest and delinquency that are 
so evident in youth today come from 
a feeling of insecurity. Christ says of 
his sheep, “And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” 
(John 10:28, 29). 

we 

Christianity offers youth wisdom. “The 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wise 
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the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
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date in view of later discoveries in the field 
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dom; a goed understanding have all they 
that do his commandments” (Psa. 111: 
10); “For the Lord giveth wisdom: out 
of his mouth cometh knewledge and un- 
derstanding. He layeth up sound wis- 
dom for the righteous” (Prov. 2:6, 7); 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5). 
ve 

Christianity offers knowledge to youth. 
God is the author of all knowledge, and 
in Him “are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). He has 
promised to instruct those who will 
come to Him and learn of Him (Prov. 
2:1-6). He even reveals to believers the 
unknowable (Eph. 3:19). 


$8 


Christianity offers to youth correction. 
“For whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth” (Heb. 12:6). He does not 
turn us loose in life to get along as best 
we can, but he patiently and lovingly 
deals with us to keep us at our very 
best. 

+4 

Christianity offers guidance to youth. 
God says to us, “I will guide thee with 
mine eye” (Psa. 32:8); “This is the way, 
walk ye in it; when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left” 
(Isa. 30:21). 

4 

Christianity offers strength to youth. 
“God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever” (Psa. 73:26); “The 
way of the Lord is strength to the up- 
right” (Prov. 10:29);.“Te them that have 
no might he increaseth strength” (Isa. 
40:29); “My strength is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor, 12:9). 

ye 

Christianity offers victory to youth. 
Life need not be an uncertainty ‘and a 
succession of up and down experiences, 
for God’s Word to the believer is, “Sin 
shall not have dominion over you” (Rom, 
6:14); “For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12); 
“Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4): “The Lord your 
God which goeth before you, he shall 
fight for you” (Deut, 1:30). 


8 


Christianity offers satisfaction 
youth. It is a satisfaction that endures 
and grows deeper, not the counterfeit 
satisfaction of the world. which soon 
evaporates. “For he satisfieth the long- 
ing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with 
goodness” (Psa. 107:9); “Thou preparest 
a-table before me in the presence of 
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with oil; by cup runneth over. Surely 
goodness and mercy. shall follow me aljj 
the days of my life: and I will dwelj 
in the house of the Lord for ever” (Psa, 
23:5, 6). 

88 


Christianity offers success to youth 
The world holds out a will-o’-the-wisp 
of success, which only a few grasp, and, 
in grasping, find bitter. But God offers 
for obedience to His will a good success 
which does not fade or turn bitter. “This 
book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is writ. 
ten therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperdus, and then thou shalt 
have good success” (Josh. 1:8). 


sg 


Christianity offers pleasure to youth, 
This is not the pleasure that destroys 
and enervates and weakens, but the kind 
that builds and strengthens. “In thy 
presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore” 
(Psa. 16:11). “Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him” (1 
Cor. 2:9). 

we 


Christianity offers fellowship to youth, 
It is a fellowship infinitely deeper and 
better than that of the closest human 
friend, for it is the fellowship of the 
Father and the Lord Jesus. “If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abodé 
with him” (John 14:23). The Christian 
need never be lonely with the under- 
standing, love, and companionship of the 
Lord of Glory. 

‘ oe 

Christianity offers joy to youth, It is 
the joy that is “unspeakable and full of 
glory” (1 Pet, 1:8), and it is the joy that 
the world cannot give and cannot take 
away (John 16:22). 

Christianity offers peace to youth, It 
is the peace of the Lord Jesus Himself, 
and which He left to all believers (John 
14:27). It is the peace that knows no 
alarm or anxious concern, for it is an- 
chored in the assurance that “whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore, or die, we 
are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


A well-known Christian leader once 
said, “After thirty years of leadership 
in Christian work, it is my conclusion 
and conviction that the greatest mission- 
ary problem is just the failure of Chris- 
tian people to live up to their profes 


sion.”—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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Children at Home 


Mary's Dream 
As remembered by Vivian D. Gunderson 


ARY was a little girl. She was 

too little to go to school, but she 
was not too little to go to Sunday school. 
At Sunday school, Mary heard about a 
beautiful place called Heaven. Every- 
thing there is very pretty and very nice. 
The Lord Jesus lives there. He loves 
boys and girls. Everyone up there is 
good and happy. Some people go to 
Heaven when they die, but some people 
do not. 

Mary knew that her father and mother 
were going to Heaven some day. She 
wanted to go, too. So one day Mary 
said to her mother: “Mamma, I want 
to go to Heaven some day. How can I 
get there?” 

Mary’s mother thought she was too 
little to understand about going to 
Heaven, so she just said, “Run away and 
play, dear.” 

Mary went out to play, but she still 
thought about going to Heaven. She 
wished she could be sure that she would 
go some day. 

The Lord Jesus knew all about Mary. 
He knew that she wanted to go to 
Heaven. He knew that she did not un- 
derstand the way, and He was going to 
show her. 

One night when Mary was fast asleep 
in bed, she had a wonderful dream, She 
dreamed that she went right up to the 
gate of Heaven. She knocked at the 
gate. An angel looked out and said, 
“What do you want, little girl?” 

Mary said, “I want to come into the 
beautiful city.” 

The angel said, “What name?” 

Mary answered, “Mary.” 

The angel said, “I am sorry, but the 
name of Mary will not open the gate of 
Heaven.” 

Mary stood by the gate crying be- 
cause she could not get in. 

By and by a kind man came along. 
He said, “Why are you crying, little 
girl?” 

Mary said, “Because they won't let 
me in the beautiful city.” 

The kind man said, “Did you knock 
at the gate?” 

“Yes,” said Mary, 
not open the gate.” 

The man said, “What did the angel 
ask you?” 

Mary said, “The angel asked, 
name?’ and I told him, ‘Mary.’” 

The kind man said, “I can tell you 
why the gate did not open. You have 
been naughty sometimes, haven’t you?” 

“Yes,” said Mary. 

“Well,” said the kind man, “the name 
of someone who has been naughty will 
never open the gate of Heaven. But 
there is a name that will open the gate 
of Heaven. It is the name of Jesus. The 


“but the angel did 


‘What 
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Lord Jesus never did anything naughty. 
He knows that you have done naughty 
things, but He loves you anyway. He 
died on the cross so that He could let 
you into Heaven. Knock again. When 
the angel asks, ‘What name?’ be sure 
to say, ‘Jesus.’” 

In her dream, Mary did knock again, 


and once more the angel said, “What 
name?” 
This time Mary said, “Jesus.” At once 


the gate opened wide and Mary saw that 
everything was bright and shining and 
beautiful. 

Suddenly she opened her eyes and 
looked around. She was in her own 
little bed and pot in Heaven at all. She 
was disappointed at first, but suddenly 
she remembered, “Now I know the name 
that opens the gate of Heaven.” 

Mary knelt down by her bed. She 
said: “Lord Jesus, I know my name 
will not open the gate of Heaven, be- 
cause I have been naughty. But You 
are good and Your name will open the 
gate. Thank You for dying for me so 
that I can cothe to Heaven some day. 
Amen.” 

Mary ran downstairs to her mother, 
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and said, “Oh, Mamma, I am going to 
Heaven some day.” 

Her mother said, 
think so, Mary?” 

Mary answered, “Because I know now 
that it is the name of Jesus that opens 
the gate of Heaven, and it will be sure 
to open for me.” 

When Mary got older she learned the 
Bible verse that says, “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). Mary loved that verse. She said: 
“It is just like I found out in my dream. 
The name of Jesus is the only name 
that will open the gate-of Heaven, and 
it will be sure to open for me because 
Jesus is my Saviour.” 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the, Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 
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The Church in the World. By Richard 
R. Caemmerer. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $1.75.) The author, a pro- 
fessor at Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary, considers the individual Christian 
in his relations with a hostile world. He 
must oppose materialism in all its forms, 
and an unrelenting skepticism in every 
aspec’ of life. To the unregenerate mind, 
the Church bears the reproach of being 
a parasite, a hypocrite, and an out- 
moded institution. 


The Church’s resources for this con- 
flict are primarily the spiritual virtues 
which prepare for the Gospel message 
and illustrate it. These virtues are best 
evidenced in the family, at work, and 
in the community; and these virtues may 
be said to produce “a life of love.” In 
all this, the Church will have its part 
providing a training ground for witness, 
and a fellowship of individuals united 
against an unsympathetic world. 

In a few places, the author’s views 
concerning the power of the sacraments 
is in evidence. But the volume, replete 
with Scripture, will sharpen one’s think- 
ing about the present relation of the 
Church to the world. 


Ins and Outs of Romanism. By Joseph 
Zacchello,. (The Convert, P. O. Box 333, 
Brooklyn 1; $2.) The author was con- 
verted, in 1944, through the ministry of 
Dr. William Ward Ayer. Until that time 
he had been a Roman ‘Catholic priest. 
Since then he has been actively secking 
souls for Christ, especially by use of 
the printed page. This is the second 
volume to come from his pen exposing 
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the doctrines and devices of Romanign 
“How the Pope Came Into Power,” an 
“Answers to Questions on Catholic Do. : 
trine,” are two illuminating chapter; 
among others in this very readable book 
In a discussion of “What Roman Cath. 
olics Believe in a Roman Catholic Coyp. 
try,” and “What Roman Catholics Be. 
lieve in a Non-Roman Catholic Country” 
a contrast is presented that plainly re. 
veals the duplicity of Rome. Include 
also in this useful work is a complete 
list of Catholic societies and organiza. 
tions, and a glossary of Catholic term. 
inology. Dr. Zacchello’s personal knowl. 
edge of the system, and the frequent 
quotations from Protestant and Catholic 
sources, makes this a helpful and jp. 
formative book. 
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Is Jerusalem's Rebuilding 
A Sign of His Coming? 
(Continued from second page) 


quoted by Spurgeon, Matthew Henry, 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, under- 
stand Psalm 102:16 as applying to God's 
work of salvation in His own people, by 
which He manifests His glory. The Com- 
panion Bible, however, sees in it a pro- 
phetic application, saying: “This shows 
that all is prophetic. Compare Isaiah 
60: 1-3.” This latter passage reads as fol- 
lows: “Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people: but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising.” 

So Psalm 102:16 appears to be one of 
the many Bible prophecies pointing for- 
ward to the amazing events happening 
today in Palestine and to the second 
coming of the Lord. 


$3.6 
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God's Universal Call 
to Repentance 
(Continued from second page) 


atoning work of Christ, and we hence- 
forth live in union with Christ, then the 
more real and the more acute becomes 
our consciousness of sin, and the deeper 
our sense of need of divine forgiveness. 
We now see ourselves as never before, 
as sinners of the deepest dye, and we 
are so grateful to know that “the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin” (1 John 1:7). There is 
born in us now a spirit of the humility 
from which springs a new will, a will 
that makes the spirit of love, unselfish- 
ness, truth possible. Just as egoism is 
natural in the old will so in the new 
will, which is now regenerated, the de- 
sire to live only for Christ’s glory be- 
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comes natural. When humility is born 
in us, we put things right that were 
wrong in our human relationships and 
thus unconsciously we begin to help to 
bring in a new world. 

We see then that there is no way 
out of our personal problems, our 
national problems, apart from “repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). Only 
by way of repentance can pride and self- 
will be broken down and a revolution 
take place in conduct and character. 
To bring the world. to repentance then 
is the all-important thing. All else is 
vain without it. But let us remember 
it is the Holy Spirit that works in the 
heart of man leading him to repentance 
and to God (John 16:8). 

The Christian church is the agent of 
Christ in history for this purpose, and 
the only agent. No other institution has 
any concern for the world’s repentance 
except the church, and if the church 
fails to reiterate the call of Christ to 
men to repent and believe the Gospel 
(Mark 1:15), she is not only failing to 
fulfill her commission but is doing a 


‘@reat disservice to mankind. God com- 


Mahds men “that they should all every- 
repent” (Acts 17:30, R.V.) -and 
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“turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance” (Acts 26:20). That this 
great end may be achieved let us faith- 
fully proclaim the “Gospel of the grace 
of God” (Acts 20:24), and earnestly pray 
that the Holy Spirit will work in the 
hearts of our hearers, revealing to them 
their sin and need, that they may then 
seek God’s forgiveness in Christ. With- 
out the co-operation of the Holy Spirit, 
all our efforts to lead men and women 
to repentance will be futile. 


ve 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internationa! 

Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





August 21 to 27 


Mon.—Luke 1:26-38. 
The Promise to Mary. 
PraYeER SuccesTions: “Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favour with God 
. thou shalt . ; . bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name Jesus.” This 
remarkable announcement to Mary in- 
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——inavington College 


Christian education at Huntington means spiritual growth as well as intellectual 
preparation. Courses lead to B.A. and B.S. degrees; B.D. and Th.B. 

Huntington is the direct successor to Hartsville College which 
was chartered on the 12th of January 1850. Today after 100 years 
Huntington College is growing larger and stronger. New buildings 






are under construction, enrollment is increasing, support is growing. 


Prospective students are invited to request free catalog. Stewards of the Lord’s 


bounty 


are invited to ask for full information concerning the centennial financial plan. 


Write: DR. ELMER BECKER, President, Dept. T, Huntington, Indiana 
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dicated the time and manner of the 
advent of the Son of God into this world. 
As the first words in the Bible 
greatest statements ever made) tell of 
our Creator, so these words to Mary tell 
of the Redeemer, who, as we are re- 
minded in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
“made the worlds.” The more we know 
about redemption, and by whom and 
what means it is accomplished, the more 
amazement grows. Revelation 1:5 puts 
the story in a few words. Pray for 
Deerfoot Lodge, Christian Camp for 
Boys. Address: Alfred A, Kunz, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10. 


Tues.—Luke 1:46-55. Mary’s Song. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour.” Mary 
knew she was hunored above all women 
and that the one born of her was none 
other than her Lord. She was God’s 
most humble, honored instrument. She 
addressed Him as Saviour. Acknowl- 
edge her as the most blessed mother, 
but do not worship her, for she is one of 
us. The Scriptures give a complete view 
of Mary and her devotion to her Lord. 
Pray for Highland Lake Bible Confer- 
ence, Highland Lake, Sullivan County, 
N. Y. 
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D. Christians Worry/ 
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It is said that “if you worry, you don’t 
trust; if you trust, you don’t worry.” 
Freedom from money worries is achieved by trust- 
ing that the Lord will provide for His own, but such 
faith does not excuse us from the use of the good judg- 
ment with which God has endowed us. 
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| Money worries can often be eliminated by the pur- 
chase of an American Tract Society gift annuity. 
provides an assured liberal income for life; at the same 
time, it is an exercise of Christian stewardship, making 
funds available for the Lord’s work. 
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Wed.—Luke 2:1-8, 15-19, 
The Mother of Jesy 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mary.” He 
name is the most precious of all mate. 
nal names. All generations shall ¢aj 
her “Blessed.” But the sense in whig 
Mary is to be “blessed” throughout gep. 
erations is stated in the Scriptures. Tra. 
dition is a dangerous guide to knowledge 
about the virgin mother. The only 
authentic account of Mary is in the 
Scriptures. Pray for Sunrise Mountain 
Bible Conference, Silver Bay, N, Y. 


Thurs.—John 2:1-12, 
At a Marriage Feasi, 


PraYER SuccesTIons: “The mother of 
Jesus was there.” Mary was there as 
guest and learner. What a lesson she 
learned from the devotion of her 
Heaven-given Son to the will of His own 
Father, whose will He came from 
Heaven to fulfill. And she did so pro. 
videntially enter into His labors in mak. 
ing the feast one for everlasting remem. 
brance. Pray for privileges of partner. 
ship with Christ in your witnessing for 
Him. 

Fri.—Mark 3:31-35. 
Perplexed and Cancerned About Jesus, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His brethren and 


his mother .. . calling him.” Our Lom 
experienced every temptation. He tri- 
umphed in every instance. When love 


called and duty called at the same mo. 
ment, He chose duty to His Father’s will 
instead of surrender to the will of loved 
ones. Let love cleave to Him more 
than to Father, Mother, and brethren. 
Put His work above every other service. 
Please the Lord even if it means dis- 
pleasing others. Pray for Blessed Hope 
Bible Conference, Escanaba, Mich. 


Sat—John 19:13-18, 25-27. At Calvary. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Mother.” This 
sweet name becomes sweeter because of 
the Lord’s concern expressed for His 
mother with His dying breath. Melting 
is the love of Christ at all times: but 
mention of our names dissolves the eyes 
to tears. One day He will confess our 
unworthy names before His Father (Rey. 
(Rev. 3:5). The thought of His mother 
we can well understand; but why such 
grace to us? Isn’t our Lord’s love won- 
derful? Pray for Sandy Cove, Morning 
Cheer Bible Conference, North East, Md, 


Sun.—Acts 1:6-14. In the Upper Room. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONsS: “They went up 
into an upper room.” Evidently the 
“upper room”. was intended for more 
than its immediate use. It has be- 
come a symbol of social prayer for 
the entire Church of God. What God 
did there has become a sign of God's 
purpose to honor prayer down the 
centuries. As then, so now, people of 
God must go to God first in prayer 
before they go to people with the 
evangel anywhere. Pray for Camp 
Streamside (for colored children), 
near Green Lane, Pa, 
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